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Canada’s charges against Shah absurd: India

India summons Chargé dAffaires of the High Commission of Canada; on the leaked information that was published by a US. newspaper, it says irresponsible actions will have
serious consequences on bilateral ties; the protest follows Canada’s recent claims of Indian involvement in anti-Khalistan actions and alleged surveillance of Indian diplomats

GS Paper IlI:
Suhiindia-Cananada anadian revelations link-

“Our diplomatic and

Kallol Bhattacherjee ing Mr. Shah with the al- Q It was conveyed in the consular personnel are al-
NEW DELHI leged anti-Khalistan ac- Note that the Government ready functioning in an en-

anada’s allegations

against Union
Home Minister
Amit Shah are “absurd and

baseless”, the Ministry of
External Affairs said here
on Saturday.

The spokesperson of
the Ministry, Randhir Jais-
wal, said that the Chargé
d’Affaires of the High Com-
mission of Canada was
summoned on Friday and
conveyed that Ottawa’s
charges would have “se-
rious consequences” for
bilateral relations.

“It was conveyed in the
Note that the Government
of India protests in the
strongest terms to the ab-
surd and baseless referenc-
es made to the Union
Home Minister of India be-
fore the Committee by De-
puty Minister David Morri-
son,” said Mr. Jaiswal, in
the first official comment
from the Indian side on the

tions in Canada.

The war of words has
spiked against the back-
drop of the 40th anniver-
sary of the anti-Sikh riots
that had taken place after
the assassination of Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi on
October 31, 1984.

On October 29, Mr. Mor-
rison, Canada’s Deputy Fo-
reign Affairs Minister, had
briefed the members of the
Public Safety and National
Security Committee of the
Canadian Parliament on
the alleged foreign interfe-
rence in Canada’s internal
affairs. During the ques-
tion and answer session,
he acknowledged that he
had confirmed to a U.S.
newspaper that Mr. Shah
was “involved” in plots to
kill Canadian citizens.

“Such irresponsible ac-
tions will have serious con-
sequences for Dbilateral
ties,” said Mr. Jaiswal, re-
ferring to the leak of infor-

mation published in a U.S.
newspaper. He described

the allegations as “un-
founded insinuation”.
Meanwhile,  Jagmeet

Singh, leader of Canada’'s
New Democratic Party re-
ferred to the alleged Indian
campaign against pro-
Khalistan elements and eq-
uated it with the anti-Sikh
riots of 1984, saying, “The
wounds of the 1984 Sikh
Genocide were ripped
open in India’s most recent
campaign of violence
against Sikhs — this time on
Canadian soil. The NDP

of India protests in the strongest
terms to the absurd and baseless
references made to the Union
Home Minister of India before the
Committee by Deputy Minister
David Morrison. Such irresponsible
actions will have serious
consequences for bilateral ties.
MINISTRY OF

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

will introduce a motion to
officially recognize the
Sikh Genocide in Parlia-
ment.” Against the back-
drop of worsening diplo-
matic ties, India had
earlier withdrawn High
Commissioner Sanjay Ver-
ma from Ottawa along with
several other officials on
October 14 after Canada
had reached out to India
describing them as “per-
sons of interest” in the
June 2023 killing of Har-
deep Singh Nijjar, a pro-
Khalistan advocate.

Mr. Jaiswal said that

A\
d J N TRUDEAU

some of the remaining
consular officials in the In-
dian High Commission in
Ottawa had been placed
under “audio and video
surveillance” of the Cana-
dian authorities, “Their
communications have also
been intercepted. We have
formally protested to the
Canadian government as
we deem these actions to
be flagrant violation of re-
levant diplomatic and con-
sular conventions,” he
said, calling Canadian ac-
tions as “harassment and
intimidation”.

vironment of extremism
and violence. This action
of the Canadian govern-
ment aggravates the situa-
tion and is incompatible
with established diplomat-
ic norms and practices,” he
said.

Doval discussion

On reports Canadian offi-
cials leaked to the U.S.
newspaper, on National Se-
curity Adviser Ajit Doval’s
meeting with Canadian of-
ficials in Singapore in Oc-
tober, Mr. Jaiswal main-
tained that no evidence
had been shared with India
about the Nijjar killing.
When asked why Mr. Doval
had travelled to meet the
Canadian officials for a re-
ported five-hour exchange,
Mr. Jaiswal said that “sever-
al issues” were discussed,
without elaborating. He de-
clined to comment on the
report that the meeting
had to be held in Singapore

Canada’s charges against Shah absurd: India

PHTST & M8 W ARIY FFRTYR: HRd

India summoned the Chargé d’Affaires of the High Commission of

as India denied visas to the
visiting Canadian team.

India in September 2023
temporarily suspended vi-
sas for Canadian citizens
citing worsening security
conditions for the consular
officials after a poster cam-
paign by Khalistan advo-
cates targeted Mr. Verma
and other Indian officials
based out of the High Com-
mission in Canada. The e-
visa system was resumed
later in November 2023.

The prevailing down-
turn in the relationship
was further hit when Cana-
da’s Opposition leader
Pierre Poilievre cancelled
the scheduled celebration
for Deepavali, prompting
criticism from members of
Canada’s Hindu communi-
ty. “We have seen some re-
ports in this regard. It is
unfortunate that the pre-
vailing atmosphere in Ca-
nada has reached high le-
vels of intolerance and
extremism,” said Mr. Jais-
wal in response to a ques-
tion on the matter.

Canada regarding leaked information published by a U.S. newspaper,
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stating that irresponsible actions would have serious consequences on
bilateral ties.
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e The protest followed Canada’s recent claims about Indian involvement in anti-Khalistan
actions and alleged surveillance of Indian diplomats.

Tg faRiy 1S gRI 819 # U U HRd &) @ifera™ faieht drars ok 4R
ISARB] B AR & 3Rl & 91 3|

e Canada’s allegations against Union Home Minister Amit Shah are termed as "absurd
and baseless” by the Ministry of External Affairs.
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FTST GRT BT g Tt i W8 R T U SRIUT 1 fad=r wamery 3 “FR1eR 3iR
ISP PR AT

Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal stated that Canada's Chargé d’Affaires was
summoned on Friday and informed that Ottawa’s charges would have “serious
consequences” for bilateral relations.

TATET & YaadT 0IR SaTd A &8 [ F18T & $TIae® USRI & JEHAR DI
Jod fpar T 3R 3erar & R &1 fguefta Jaey R iR gura g

In a Note, the Government of India conveyed strong protest against the “absurd and
baseless” references to Union Home Minister of India by Canada’s Deputy Minister
David Morrison.

TH e §, YRd IRPR - HATST & IUHAT Sfas ARG §RT YRd & 8 HAl IR
FRIYR SR S T & RIaTs wet SRy IS |

This was the first official comment from India on Canadian allegations linking Mr.
Shah with alleged anti-Khalistan actions in Canada.

I8 YR B 3R | H1ST gRT W8 ! HST § Wifera faieh sréars @ S & uga
SMersTR® T o1

The dispute has escalated against the background of the 40th anniversary of the anti-
Sikh riots following the assassination of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on October 31,
1984.
Ig fqd1g 31 Sragav 1984 &I gu=HA sfeT Mih DI g1 & a1e R fa=ieh < +t
409 qfris & uRueg H 9 T B
On October 29, Canada’s Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister David Morrison briefed
the Public Safety and National Security Committee of the Canadian Parliament on
alleged foreign interference in Canada’s internal affairs.
29 (AL DI, HTST & IUTASR WAt Sfas UG A FTSTS TAG DI ATASATD JR&T
MR aﬁ?&nwﬁﬁaﬁmémmﬁﬁﬁmévaimw

I
During a question and answer session, Morrison acknowledged confirming to a U.S.
newspaper that Mr. Shah was “involved” in plots against Canadian citizens.

Y 3R I I & SRME, AR 7 3ARST SRaaR &1 78 4y &t fb oft =1 FTST
ARTRDT & R BT vl # "2 A

Randhir Jaiswal emphasized that such irresponsible actions would seriously impact
bilateral ties and described the allegations as “unfounded insinuation.”

0 SaTe 3 SR o o 0 IR-Rmier™r $rars fguehy el & idk s 3
YT ST 3R 3IRIUT BT “3M T Hpd” I

Jagmeet Singh’s Remarks on Alleged Indian Campaign

WTHId Rig &t YR Sifya= o feugof
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Jagmeet Singh, leader of Canada’s New Democratic Party, referred to the alleged
Indian campaign against pro-Khalistan elements and equated it with the anti-Sikh
riots of 1984, stating, “The wounds of the 1984 Sikh Genocide were ripped open in
India’s most recent campaign of violence against Sikhs — this time on Canadian soil.”
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T BT AR & T 1984 F Riza faRieh & @ &, g8 Fed gUF “1984 F
Rr@ R & 919 YRd o giferdn Rial & R fgae Sifiam 4 i 9 gd 1T — 39
IR HATSTS &Rl WR1”

e The New Democratic Party (NDP) will introduce a motion to officially recognize the
Sikh Genocide in Parliament.
=g Suihfew urdl (NDP) Hdg #f RI@ U8R &I 3w Re 0 ¥ W=l ¢ & fad Tk
URATd U |

Withdrawal of Indian High Commissioner

YR RIS B aTadt

e Against the backdrop of worsening diplomatic ties, India had earlier withdrawn High
Commissioner Sanjay Verma and several other officials from Ottawa on October 14
after Canada described them as “persons of interest” in the June 2023 killing of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a pro-Khalistan advocate.

fTTsd Fedifas datl & uRued ¥, YRd A Ugd 14 agaR & el ¥ S|rgad dorg
uf 3R F3 3= SRAGING! B AU Farr for, Sfd H1ST 7 38 o 2023 H Wifera™
TS geey Rig freR ol gar o F%f%aﬂ% CRIRIRI

Surveillance of Indian Consular Officials

YR aiforfoss siftrprival 3t ARt

e Mr. Jaiswal stated that some remaining consular officials in the Indian High
Commiission in Ottawa were placed under "audio and video surveillance” by Canadian
authorities.

oft SIaTe A F7T [ 3fierd § URHR SN & $3 Y 0o ISRl Bl
FATSTS JTUPTRAT gRI “Siifsa SR difsat AR & W mn 5

e He added that their communications had also been intercepted, and India formally
protested to the Canadian government, calling these actions a flagrant violation of
diplomatic and consular conventions.

IgiH gl fb 3! TR Tfafafdd & ot s/aeg fhar T 8, 3R YR A HTSTS IRPR
& FHEf Moy faR1ey gl fohar, 3 Hrafl o) et SR arforteue witat o1 g
IeTY= S|

Indian Government’s Protest Against Harassment

Il & AP YR IReR &1 ARy

e Mr. Jaiswal described Canadian actions as "harassment and intimidation” of Indian
consular personnel.
off AT 3 HIST B HIATE! Bl R dIfvifods HiHal & forg Iafisd 3R yHH!”
qdrl

e He emphasized that Indian diplomatic and consular personnel are already functioning
in an environment of extremism and violence, and Canadian actions aggravate the
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situation, violating diplomatic norms.

3% OIR SR Fgl [ R Fe-ifas R aiftrfoas SRt ugd @ 8 TRuuy 8k
&A1 & IIdaRu § HTH PR W 8, 3R HISTs Bdre! (U BT 3R BRI HRIE! g, 5
Feifa® AFES] H1 I ¢

Doval’s Discussion with Canadian Officials

FATSTS ATRUBTRYT & JTY SIHTA $I ==t

e On reports that Canadian officials leaked information to a U.S. newspaper regarding
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s meeting with Canadian officials in Singapore in
October, Mr. Jaiswal stated that no evidence had been shared with India about the
Nijjar killing.
3ARPT SRR H FATSTS ATUBTRAT GRT AT Y& AATGHR 3foiid STHTA Pl
mﬁ%mﬁmms‘aﬁmﬁﬁ%wugﬁwﬁmmﬂmaﬁﬁ
TR R, off SHaTd 3 Fel fF ISR B g1 o AH URA & 1Y B 1Y 17 e
[ERIRIC

e When asked why Mr. Doval had traveled for a reported five-hour meeting with
Canadian officials, Mr. Jaiswal mentioned that “several issues” were discussed but did
not provide further details.

S UBT T fob ot SHUTE A H1aeTs i1l & 1Y i e &1 93% & ol I i b,
1 oft SIaTa A FEl o F3 Gl R 71 DI T8, dfch Py sifalkad STH&R! 161 |

e He declined to comment on reports that the meeting had to be held in Singapore
because India denied visas to the visiting Canadian team.

I5H 39 RO R Rwoht H=7 ¥ $76R I e o I8 do REMYR T Smaiforg &1 uel!
Fifh UIRE = SFIP HTSTS CIH I AT ¢ I FA1 B 16T AT

Suspension of Visas for Canadian Citizens

FATSTS ANTNG] & forg dier Rdas

e India temporarily suspended visas for Canadian citizens in September 2023 due to

worsening security conditions for consular officials following a poster campaign by
Khalistan advocates targeting Mr. Verma and other Indian officials in Canada.
IR A RidaR 2023 # 118 AMRD] & forw diel sl U J Feifod &R faar, wife
HTeT # @ifered gl gR1 ft a6t SR o WRdTg siftreial &1 aféd F3 ara
TReR U & a1 ooy Sifireiial o) JRem fRufaat fams w8 off|

o The e-visa system for Canadian citizens was resumed in November 2023.

FHATSTS AR & T §-dT HuTTelt FdaR 2023 & filR ¥ = &1 T3

Pierre Poilievre Cancels Deepavali Celebration

UIR Uigeitay A dhuraell HARIE ¥% foar

e The ongoing downturn in relations worsened further when Canada’s Opposition leader
Pierre Poilievre canceled the Deepavali celebration, drawing criticism from Canada’s
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Hindu community.

w%wﬁﬁﬁmaz@v%néwm%ﬁq&ﬁﬁmwmﬁm
TURIE <& o o, o wAreT & fgg aqer &1 a1 g |

e Mr. Jaiswal commented on the matter, stating that the prevailing atmosphere in
Canada has led to high levels of intolerance and extremism.

ot SIaTe A 39 e WR fewuft R §U 8T fb Sre1 § gt araraRun 3 Srafewar
3R TRHGY F I TR P! o+ fear g

Insinuation:; s1Reguer: noun
FHele, e

Bay and Gulf
¥ 3R T

e Bays and gulfs are coastal landforms where the ocean or sea extends into the land,
forming natural water bodies partially enclosed by land.
T 3R T qET Y-AH AT § oel GH% A1 HENFR YA & Uy e T Widhfass od
BT S & oY e—rrf?@ YA Y ARR A

e They play significant roles in ecological systems, commerce, and local cultures.

o=, aTfored 3R R T faal & mgayul yftre Ay 7

e Understanding their characteristics, formation, and distinctions is crucial for studies

related to geography, ecology, and environmental sciences.

S 10T, (Ao Ufehan SR ddrsil & wugET e, urifRufast ik yafazofta
fam & sierms & fo meayuf ]

Bay

o Definition: A bay is a water body partially enclosed by land but open to the sea,
providing a sheltered area for aquatic life and human activities.

TRUTET: 9 T 1 o7t Feprg § ot 3HifRrep =0 I Yy 3 forT gYar © e o & forw
el Bid1 8, S STt st 3R wra nfafafRd & oy te Wi & ver orar 2|

o Formation: Bays are usually formed due to various geological processes, such as
tectonic activities, erosion, and sea-level changes.
fortor ufoham: o smdR W fafie Jase ufkaredl o i we faadf~et nfafafimr,
3RS 3R TYE-TR H 95d1d & HRU 4 ¢ |
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e They commonly arise from the submergence of river valleys or the retreat of ice,
allowing the sea to penetrate inland.
A ge: Y aTfeal & gan o1 fiRwiel & e geq ¥ wa €, o g Yty & vaw
AT
o Examples in India: India has several notable bays:
HRA A ISTET0T: HRd A $% THE § &
o Bay of Bengal — The largest bay in the world, located in the northeastern part
of the Indian Ocean, surrounded by India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Sri
Lanka.

TS Pt WIS - G &1 TaA T85! WIFY, ST YRATT WERITR & AR U H
T & 3R HRd, Fiveewr, ®iAR SR e ¥ il g2 3

o Bombay Bay (Mumbai) — Located on the western coast of India, contributing
significantly to Mumbai’s economy and trade.

I § ({a3) - YR & Ui de W G, S gag 31 srdoawir ok amuR o
Hewqul aTeH et B

Bay of Bengal
I B @1t

e Significance: This bay is crucial for the monsoon system in the Indian subcontinent
and serves as a major fishing and shipping area.

e I8 TS HRATT SUHGTEIT § WFREA YormeR & fore gyl 7 oiR Ue e
Ao UHs 3R RIfthT &7 & Fu d o1 it B

o It also experiences frequent cyclones, impacting coastal communities.
37 TR-9R UPaTd 314 €, Sl a0 e &I gHIId B &

o Biodiversity: The Bay of Bengal is rich in marine biodiversity, including coral reefs,
mangroves, and numerous fish species.
Wa fafaear, sma &) @ret T S9 iy § w9 8, S vara fufkmat, g sk
FE Tl el A § |

e Geological Formation: Formed over millions of years due to the tectonic collision
between the Indian Plate and the Eurasian Plate, leading to the Himalayan uplift,
which influenced sediment deposition in the bay.

ymiffa fFmfor: %@@Wﬁﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂﬂlﬂ?ﬁ@&ﬁﬁlﬁf%%ﬁﬁzﬁm
& BRI ! 8, o fewmera 1 I g3, S Wret & aarse Swma &t wifad faa

Gulf

o Definition: A gulf is a large inlet from the ocean into the land, often more enclosed
than a bay.

%ﬂg:@@%w%@ﬁwa@mﬁ%ﬁﬁwéaﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁ
|
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e Gulfs typically have a narrow entrance, maklng them natural harbors.
WIS & AR W TH AP YA §R T 8, S 39 WP =g 1 3 |

e Formation: Like bays, gulfs are also formed by tectonic activity, erosion, and the
shifting of tectonic plates.

formtor ufthar. 9 & @i wrel o wie faadi~et nfafafimr, srare ok eaeif-e wel
F RIFTARYT § St 8|

e They are usually deeper than bays and provide excellent natural harbors due to their
narrow openings.

Y STHAR TR § B gaT & Tg¥ Blcll & SR D10 YA & HRUT IP Y WP P 96318
&M HR
o Examples in India: India has notable gulfs with ecological and economic importance:
YRd ® IT8R0T: HRd H URfRufaes 3R snffer Aga arel ugw wrfsdl &
o Gulf of Kutch: Located on the western coast of India, known for its rich
marine life, coral reefs, and mangroves.

P DI WIS YR & UfErft de iR Ry, S 3= 9 st sftad, wara
Rl o Fefa & forg Sh ST 21

o Gulf of Mannar: Situated between India and Sri Lanka, it houses a diverse
range of species and is a designated Biosphere Reserve due to its ecological
significance.

HAR & WY1 HIRd 3R i & s fRud, Sad s fafauar @t sarue goft
%ﬁgsﬁﬁ@rﬁﬁum%wwmﬁﬁﬁ%wﬁwm
T g

Differences Between Bay and Gulf:

1. Enclosure Level: Bays are more open and less enclosed compared to gulfs, which have
narrow openings.
R BT WR: WS b Teit 3R HH I gl 8, Saih T H b gR 8l o

2. Size and Depth: Gulfs are generally larger and deeper than bays, making them better
natural harbors.

STHR 3R TMERTS: f HI: MHR H 73 3R 31 TR B 8, 5l 3= JgR Wpfas
EERUICE I GRS

3. Examples: Common examples include the Bay of Bengal and the Gulf of Kutch.
SIETERT: U SGIERUN | §7Td ! WIS SR Ha BT et XM g |

4. Ecological Impact: Both bays and gulfs support unique ecosystems but can be
sensitive to human activities, especially due to pollution and overfishing.

RS TuTa: TIET 3R e A1 sifgdta mifufae & &1 wda ovd €, afe 3
AMdrg Tfafafia, fadiy =0 § uguur &R 3ifie gaeh Uehe & ufd Hag-<id g g

Recent Updates and Environmental Concerns:

e Pollution: Increasing industrialization and urbanization have led to high pollution
levels in these water bodies. For example, the Bay of Bengal faces pollution from
plastic, oil spills, and untreated waste from surrounding nations.
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o Climate Change: Rising sea levels and increasing frequency of cyclones in regions like
the Bay of Bengal are causing significant impacts on coastal ecosystems.
Sdarg URad=: s &1 Wt o &3 H I &7 WR 9¢- 3R Iehaldl &I dgdt g
1 q¢ I UIRTYTD! a3 IR He@yul UHTE US 361 6|
e Conservation Efforts: The Indian government and international organizations are
working on multiple conservation projects to preserve these ecosystems, such as the
Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve and mangrove restoration in the Gulf of Kutch.

T 37 aTiRufdet gonferl &1 SRied d-
& fo g TReur uRTISIST TR BT HR 3B &, oY b HAR &1 Wi saRm iR Rerd 3R
Hag B @Iel § AT G|

Indonesian President may be Republic Day choice

GS Paper Il
dindia-Indonesia

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

New Delhi may be looking
east, with Indonesia’s new
President, Prabowo Sub-
ianto, set to be the chief
guest at the Republic Day
2025 celebrations, sources
said. A number of high-le-
vel interactions with the
new Indonesian govern-
ment and defence deals
are on the anvil, besides a
possible invitation to the
Indonesian military to par-
ticipate in the parade.
While a formal invita-
tion to President Subianto,
a retired General and the
former Defence Minister, is
awaited, the sources said
preparations are on for a
meeting between him and

The Indian government has already engaged the new government
of Prabowo Subianto, who was sworn in on October 20. AP

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on the sidelines of
the G-20 summit in Brazil
later this month, where
they are expected to dis-
cuss the possibility. The go-
vernment has already en-
gaged the new government
of Mr. Subianto, who was
sworn in on October 20.

Minister of State for Ex-
ternal  Affairs Pabitra
Margherita flew to Jakarta
to attend the inauguration
and is understood to have
extended an invitation for
an “early visit” to the new
President. On October 23,
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar held a bilateral

meeting with the Indone-
sian Foreign Minister Su-
giono on the sidelines of
the BRICS summit in Ka-
zan, where he said he had
congratulated the Minister
on his new assignment and
“discussed further streng-
thening our Comprehen-
sive Strategic Partnership”.

On Friday, an Indian Ar-
my  contingent  also
reached Indonesia for the
ninth edition of a joint spe-
cial forces exercise, Garud
Shakti 2024, under way at
Cijantung, where they will
train together for Special
Forces Operations and
counter-terrorism
manoeuvres.

Indonesia’s first Presi-
dent Sukarno was India’s
first chief guest for the Re-
public Day parade in 1950,

and President Susilo Bam-
bang Yudhoyono was invit-
ed in 2011, while President
Widodo attended the pa-
rade along with leaders of
all ASEAN countries in
2018.

According to official
sources, the Ministry of De-
fence and the Indonesian
Military have already been
in touch about the possibil-
ity of a marching contin-
gent of about 250 troops,
which may be accompa-
nied by Indonesian heli-
copters or aircraft at the
Republic Day parade in
January.

It has become a practice
in recent years to invite the
military contingent of the
visiting chief guest to
march down Kartavya Path
(Rajpath).

Indonesian President may be Republic Day choice
SSIRMATS AYld oK feaw & forg wiie 81 9od ©
New Delhi may be looking east, with Indonesia’s new President

Prabowo Subianto expected to be the chief guest at the Republic Day
2025 celebrations, according to sources.
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Several high-level interactions with the new Indonesian government and defence
deals are on the anvil, along with a possible invitation to the Indonesian military to
participate in the parade.

T TSRS IWPR & 1Y s o WRIG JTadid iR I&T Hig Trzuarsd 3 €, 9 gl
ﬁﬁﬁmﬁﬁwwﬁuﬁﬁmﬁa@ﬁ%ﬁwmaﬂﬁﬁﬂmm%l
While a formal invitation to President Subianto, a retired General and former
Defence Minister, is awaited, sources said that preparations are on for a meeting
between him and Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the G-20 summit
in Brazil later this month.

T SNuaie =0T Irgufa gfeaiar & o, St v Aarga s Re 3R gd v&m #: ¢,
31t Trclifer 8, T & SR STeia # 39 WelR & 3id & g dal oit-20 RreR awaq &
IR 3P 3R quTHA g Wit & & U Jo& 3! aa1 94 E R

The government has already engaged with the new government of Mr. Subianto,
who was sworn in on October 20.

WHR 7 Ugd g ot Jiagiat @1 75 SR & 1Y " 51 foran §, Rrgiv 20 Sragar &t
MUY JOT b

Minister of State for External Affairs Pabitra Margherita traveled to Jakarta to
attend the inauguration and is understood to have extended an invitation for an
“early visit” to the new President.

fad=r Irsa Wt ufesn wrieT 3 SeTal & a1 3T SR AYY JF01 FARTE § | o ¢k
T S § fob 351 7 IIyufa B “Sieg a1 & g Smw=or faan

On October 23, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held a bilateral meeting with
the Indonesian Foreign Minister Sugiono on the sidelines of the BRICS summit in
Kazan. He mentioned congratulating the Minister on his new assignment and
"discussed further strengthening our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership.”

23 JageR oI, fASR W vy, S=ieR 3 B o e RreR IWed & RH
sSHRRmrE fagw w5 gAY & w1y U fauafta o5& 11 3= 1 g & forg #:t &1
TS & 3R "GAR] TS IUHITa® AR B 3R Tolgd H=- W 74! Bl 1"

Indian Army contingent reaches Indonesia for Garud Shakti 2024

TS W 2024 & T YR AT &1 <A SSIHRMAT UgdT
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On Friday, an Indian Army contingent reached Indonesia for the ninth edition of a
joint special forces exercise, Garud Shakti 2024, taking place at Cijantung, where they
will train together for Special Forces Operations and counter-terrorism manoeuvres.
IEPAR B U YRR T BT ga SSIHIRMT UgdT Sgad A=y 96 a1y s fad
2024 % S T¥H0T & forg, S RS 7 81 381 ¢, 58T d faRy 5@ Were 3R 3Tdwarg
faRieft snvama 1w Ty uiRieur 3|
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e Indonesia’s first President Sukarno was India’s first chief guest for the Republic Day
parade in 1950, and President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono was invited in 2011, while
President Widodo attended the parade along with leaders of all ASEAN countries in
2018.

SSMIRMAT & Ugd APUfT HUIT 1950 H MU fdad uvs & o WRd & uget &I
ifafy 3, Sk Irgufa YR sTaaiT eiaq o1 2011 F s foar man o1, Sefe
wgufa fasist 2018 & Wt s <=l & Aarelf & Ty o # A gr |

e According to official sources, the Ministry of Defence and the Indonesian Military
have already been in touch about the possibility of a marching contingent of about 250
troops, which may be accompanied by Indonesian helicopters or aircraft at the
Republic Day parade in January.

TIPS AT & IR, T&T WATAT 3R SSMIRMATS AT U8 I & AT 250 AP
& I gaf 1 YU & aR § Guh H g, S 0T fdas wvs H SRmmE geiaioR
1 faAT & 91y A 1 Gobdl § TGt H|

e It has become a practice in recent years to invite the military contingent of the visiting

chief guest to march down Kartavya Path (Rajpath).
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‘India commiitted to
Sendai Framework
for risk reduction’

JGS Paper lll: Disaster Management

NEW DELHI

India is committed to the
Sendai Framework for dis-
aster risk reduction, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
Principal Secretary, P.K.
Mishra, said on Friday,
while calling for increased
international collaboration
on technology transfer,
knowledge sharing, and
sustainable development
to enhance disaster
resilience.

Mr. Mishra made these
remarks at the G-20 Disas-
ter Risk Reduction Work-
ing Group ministerial
meeting at Belem in Brazil,
the Union Home Ministry
said in a statement on
Saturday.

The Sendai Framework,
a UN agreement adopted in
2015, advocates for “the
substantial reduction of
disaster risk and losses in
lives, livelihoods and
health, and in the econom-
ic, physical, social, cultural
and environmental assets
of persons, businesses,
communities and
countries”.

Indian initiative

Mr. Mishra led a high-level
Indian delegation which
took part in the meeting
held between October 30
and November 1. A consen-
sus was reached on the
first ministerial declaration
on disaster risk reduction,

P

P.K. Mishra

with the active participa-
tion of the Indian delega-
tion, the statement said.

The first such working
group on disaster risk re-
duction was established on
India’s initiative during its
G-20 presidency in 2023.

At the meeting, Mr. Mis-
hra also emphasised In-
dia’s proactive approach
on the issue on the basis of
the five priorities enunciat-
ed during India’s G-20 pre-
sidency: early warning sys-
tems, disaster resilient
infrastructure, disaster
risk reduction financing,
resilient recovery, and na-
ture-based solutions.

The Indian delegation
also participated in a troika
meeting with the Ministers
of Brazil and South Africa
and held bilateral meetings
with Ministers from Brazil,
Japan, Norway, South Afri-
ca, South Korea, and Ger-
many, and the heads of in-
vited international
organisations.

India committed to
Sendai Framework for
risk reduction

3TUST SHfEH | HHl &
fore deTs BHad & ufd
YR Ufdes

India is committed to the
Sendai Framework for disaster
risk reduction, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Principal
Secretary, P.K. Mishra, said on
Friday, while calling for
increased international
collaboration on technology
transfer, knowledge sharing,
and sustainable development
to enhance disaster resilience.

YR 3ATUST SifaH A HHl &
fore ds1g BhHas & ufd ufdag
2, UUTHHA g At & gy
afea &, fAryr 3 Ihar &
:I?W,aﬁ?wﬁmw
3 §U SIARIPIY WEURT BT

3g™ forar, arfe smuer
UfeRIYS &HdT 9818 oIl H |

o Mr. Mishra made these remarks at
the G-20 Disaster Risk Reduction

Working Group ministerial meeting at Belem in Brazil, the Union Home Ministry
said in a statement on Saturday.
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The Sendai Framework, a UN agreement adopted in 2015, advocates for “the
substantial reduction of disaster risk and losses in lives, livelihoods and health, and in the
economic, physical, social, cultural and environmental assets of persons, businesses,
communities and countries”.

HSTE HHaD, S 2015 H YT TAT HYF MY FHASNAT &, ATUGT SHEH 3R Sita,
STt 3R WA & THUM, TUT Afaddl, STaum, e R <20 & i, vifaws,
T, GRpae R yatazoita Gufval & 93 99 W S &1 908 HRa1 g

Indian initiative

YR Ugd
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Mr. Mishra led a high-level Indian delegation which took part in the meeting held
between October 30 and November 1. A consensus was reached on the first
ministerial declaration on disaster risk reduction, with the active participation of the
Indian delegation, the statement said.

e 7 T SE-wRg YRdH ufafafirisd @1 Add fear, o 30 sifgaR 9 1 TdaR &
d9 g3 do® | Y forn| 3muer Sifed ¥ it R ugd Wl Wit givon R yRd
ufafAfRRrea o1 Jfcha Hriiart & A1y FgAfd s, S | Hg1 7|

The first such working group on disaster risk reduction was established on India’s
initiative during its G-20 presidency in 2023.

Ul U1 ST TUE SATUST AW & S IR UIRd B Ugd TR SUD G-20 A&l 2023
& SR T T T

At the meeting, Mr. Mishra also emphasized India’s proactive approach on the issue
based on the five priorities enunciated during India’s G-20 presidency: early warning
systems, disaster-resilient infrastructure, disaster risk reduction financing, resilient
recovery, and nature-based solutions.

Jo% B, e 3 39 4 W YR & Afera @01 31 ot Raifera fwan, S wRa &t 6-20
LT & SR FaTs Ts urd yrafiraarsit w snuma 8: srelf arffn Riew, smaar
iRy SrawReT, el wifaw ® e it & fe faaaiyor, gferius gauffa, sik
WP fdd JHIYT |

The Indian delegation also participated in a troika meeting with the Ministers of
Brazil and South Africa and held bilateral meetings with Ministers from Brazil,
Japan, Norway, South Africa, South Korea, and Germany, and the heads of invited
international organisations.

YR yfafRrAsd 3 sreiia 3R efanr snpteT & d@fal & gy Badig 9 & +ff
HIT foram 3R siTsfte, ST, HTd, gféror enpieT, gféror sifvar i S+ & |@fay qur
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Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030

e The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is a global agreement
adopted by UN member states on March 18, 2015.

e It aims to reduce disaster risk and enhance the resilience of nations and communities.

e The framework emphasizes a proactive approach to disaster risk management rather
than reactive measures.

. TS BHTD B f$oer few Rea=M (DRR) U@ Ifys wsial & o oged Iy &
T 1 GRT 18 W 2015 P ST T T

.« SUPI IEXY TUCT SHRIH BT HH AT AR PT R THE! Bt JgA=iddl B g6 |

. ﬁ%ﬁ?%@@ﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%@@ﬁ%mwwmw

|

The Sendai Framework outlines four priorities:

e Understanding disaster risk: To improve the understanding of disaster risk in all its
dimensions.

e Strengthening disaster risk governance: To promote leadership, coordination, and
institutional frameworks for disaster risk reduction.

e Investing in disaster risk reduction: To enhance the resilience of infrastructure and
communities through sustainable investments.

o Enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response: To improve preparedness
for effective response and recovery in case of disasters.

TS AT IR UYHHATE gdrdT &:

o ATUST SITRAH BT HFAT: UST ST DI 39 G Sl T FHeH § JUR AT

o TSI SIAH AR DY Holgd ST 30T ST § HH & 1Y A, I0-ag 3R
TRINTd id DI dgrdl oAl

. 3TueT S A Hft & g frawr = fewrs; o= & arerw @ gard o ik
Rl Bt Hg-Rield Bl dgHT|

o U ufafspar & fore emuer dart & SeMT: Smuersh & Ara § uyrdt ufafesar sk
I & g ARt & R BT

Historical Context

e The Sendai Framework was developed following the Hyogo Framework for Action
(HFA), which was in place from 2005 to 2015.

o The HFA focused on reducing vulnerabilities and improving disaster response.

e However, it was recognized that the framework needed to evolve to address the
challenges posed by climate change and urbanization.
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Importance of the Framework

e The Sendai Framework is crucial for global efforts to reduce disaster risks and ensure
sustainable development.

o It provides a comprehensive approach to disaster risk management and
emphasizes the importance of multi-stakeholder involvement, including
governments, communities, and the private sector.

ThHa® BT HEd

o T8 ThHTD TSI SHRGH! &1 HH HR- 3R Tdd faemr IR w1 & oy afyes vt

¥ forg Hewyuf 31
o TE 3T SIRAA Yee & o U s fBHI0 UaH ol § 3R WRBRI, T 3R
fsht & Tfed 9g-RauRe® yriieR) & Hed R SR a1 3|

Implementation in India

e India has integrated the Sendai Framework into its disaster risk reduction strategies.

e The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has developed policies and
programs aligned with the framework. India's commitment to the framework is evident
in its focus on enhancing resilience to natural disasters, especially given its vulnerability
to events like floods, cyclones, and earthquakes.

YRd A g
o YRT A HTS BHdD D U 3MUCT SHRGH H BH! b1 UMl H Tblepd fbar g
o TP SATUGT UG UTRISROT (NDMA) 3 IHTD & 3=y Hiferdl 3R HrishH fasRid
U B 1 UIpfae snuarsti & Uit YRd &1 Hde-Riadl & ¢&d gu, Thidd Muars &

Ui Te-TRNadl & 9gM IR 39b &M diad B 4 39 hHID & Uid R &1 Ufdegd!
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Mizoram's special ration cards
to benefit about 1 lakh people
foretRe & o=y 3= aﬂ-s‘ ﬁ
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Mizoram’s special ration cards ¢ Mizoram government has decided
to introduce special ration cards for

to benefit about 1 lakh people low-income families that are not

The Mizoram government has decided to covered under the National Food
introduce special ration cards for low-income Security Act (NFSA)

families that are not covered under the National .
Food Security Act (NFSA). Chief Minister FTRY PR A $H A a1d TRaRi &
Lalduhoma said these special ration cards, to be ﬁ'q Y IR e = &3 o7 fofg
marked in red, are aimed at benefiting some FQ’

2,500 families or about 1 lakh people who have % \_l‘ﬁ' “g' g Tel ﬁ-\r&" Gﬂmq
limited means. Mizoram has three categories of (NFSA) a; 3|?|Tfa' H"@ﬂ' G[[a' % |

ration card holders, of which only white card
holders are not covered under NFSA. Moreover, o Chief Minister Lalduhoma said these special
yellow card holders are covered under the
Antyodaya Anna Yojana while the blue card
holders are Priority Households who meet the
eligibility criteria set by the State.

ration cards, to be marked in red, are aimed at
benefiting some 2,500 families or about 1 lakh
people who have limited means.

YBTHA ATAGEIAT A Fel foh A fa=iy M F18, S
a1 3 § RIfgd 819, THT 2,500 TRART I1 1 ARG AN &I A1 UgaH & ST U G,
S urar wifera S ©

e Mizoram has three categories of ration card holders, of which only white card holders
are not covered under NFSA.
R ¥ %M B18 YRST 31 i AR B, 5 & Had A BTS YRS 61 NFSA &
3iedl 81 3M1d &

¢ Yellow card holders are covered under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana, while the blue
card holders are Priority Households who meet the eligibility criteria set by the
State.
WA F1S YRS SIcey 37 AT & ST 3T §, TP 1t BIS YRS Wrfraven
TRaR § S Irsa g1 iy urser amds & @ ava 7

Panel on SC tag for all Dalit converts gets a year's
extension
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Panel on SC tag for
all Dalit converts gets
a year’s extension

GS Paper Il: Special
Status

NEW DELHI

The Commission of Inqui-
ry, set up by the Centre to
examine if Scheduled
Caste status can be granted
to all Dalit converts, has
been granted a one-year
extension to submit its
report.

The three-member com-
mission, headed by former
Chief Justice of India Jus-
tice K.G. Balakrishnan, has
now been given time till
October 10, 2025, accord-
ing to a gazette notification
dated October 30 issued by
the Ministry of Social Jus-
tice and Empowerment.

The commission had
sought the extension to “fi-
nalise its reports and
recommendations”.

At present, only people
belonging to Hindu, Sikh
or Buddhist faiths are eligi-
ble to be categorised as
Scheduled Castes, accord-
ing to the Constitution
(Scheduled Castes) Order,
1950. The commission is
tasked with examining the
possibility of granting SC
status to Dalits who have
converted to any religion
other than the three men-
tioned in the said order.
The issue has been pend-
ing in the top court for 20
years now.

Field visits on
The commission was un-
able to start its field visits -

Commission
members are
currently holding
public consultations
in various States

a crucial aspect of its work
- until August this year as
the required staff had not
been made available to the
panel, multiple sources
aware of its functioning
told The Hindu. One of
them said, “The commis-
sion should now be able to
finish the remaining work
in about six months.”

The panel is currently in
the middle of field visits,
where it is holding public
consultations with interest
groups. Apart from this,
the commission has also
sought the views of various
States and Union Territo-
ries on the issue, including
detailed information on
the socio-economic indica-
tors of Dalit converts.

The Centre has made a
presentation to the com-
mission, outlining its posi-
tion on the issue. The Mo-
di-led government has told
the top court on multiple
occasions that it was justi-
fied to exclude Dalit Chris-
tians and Muslims from the
SC list, alluding to the “fo-
reign origins” of Islam and
Christianity. It had also
said that the matter would
be kept on hold till the pa-
nel finished its work.

recommendations”.
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The Commiission of Inquiry,
set up by the Centre to
examine if Scheduled Caste
status can be granted to all
Dalit converts, has been
granted a one-year extension
to submit its report.

&% g1 gt gfera yxfavor
a1l @1 g Sf &1 gut
¢4 & e, 9 g & foe nfea
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e The three-member commission,
headed by former Chief Justice of India
Justice K.G. Balakrishnan, has now
been given time till October 10, 2025,
according to a gazette notification
dated October 30 issued by the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment.

T4 YRd & g1 <arandi=r & ..
STATH O DI e | dH-TgeI
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e The commission had sought the
extension to "finalise its reports and
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e At present, only people belonging to Hindu, Sikh, or Buddhist faiths are eligible to be
categorised as Scheduled Castes, according to the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order, 1950.

JaqH 8, Sad &g, fm, a1 dtg o I J6fid anr s wifd & Su d affgd g &
fore ur &, dfaem= (SrgfRa Sifa) ST, 1950 & SR

e The commission is tasked with examining the possibility of granting SC status to Dalits
who have converted to any religion other than the three mentioned in the said order.

S{TANT T BT T BT oIt 3 Gierdl DI G BI YHIGAT BT Ofid BT 5, o614 I
TR H IfekaRad <= el & srerrar ot o=y o o emforur fosan g1

e The issue has been pending in the top court for 20 years now.
Ig el 2 srerad & 20 96t § dfad g

o Field visits on: The commission was unable to start its field visits — a crucial aspect of its
work — until August this year as the required staff had not been made available to the
panel, multiple sources aware of its functioning told 7he Hindu.

eaaﬁuaifzng 3TN 30 BT P Yeb HE@qU! Uge] - &A1 <R 1 57 IY SR T Y&

HA H 3rHY g, Fifh ST LI SN DI IUA ol BRI T AT, T B &
IR T IFHR B8 Hidl 7 7 Bg ! gl

e One of them said, “The commission should now be able to finish the remaining work in
about six months.”
374 q UH A Fal, "N 3(d AV ST B ATHT B8 HelHl # IR HR U |

e The panel is currently in the middle of field visits, where it is holding public
consultations with interest groups.

U9 9aA § & GRT & 7 1 §, 951 U8 fed W9gl & 1Y F-9ae®R d6®1 &l
SIS R TET B

e Apart from this, the commission has also sought the views of various States and Union
Territories on the issue, including detailed information on the socio-economic
indicators of Dalit converts.

TP AT, 3TN A gferd YHfavurdaisi & AT S -3 Hhaw! W faxd
SR Hfgd fafte Irsat 3R g TRd wa=m & faar +f /i B

e The Centre has made a presentation to the commission, outlining its position on the
issue.
P 7 AN BT 3 e, W 370t fRUFT BT Icwra Ha §T U ugfal <t 3

e The Modi-led government has told the top court on multiple occasions that it was
justified to exclude Dalit Christians and Muslims from the SC list, alluding to the
"foreign origins” of Islam and Christianity.

M PR A M srerad & w3 ARt W Fam § & afed s918 3R guawH ) o
THAT Y 9T @ Sfd o, o g 3R gu1s o & fadwit ger &1 Wabd faan
T T
e It had also said that the matter would be kept on hold till the panel finished its work.
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New scheme by ICMR seeks to foster novel ideas to
develop health sector

ICMR §RT WA &F & fd&w19 & fore 9di9 fqari &t
SeTaT ¢ P A8 Il

New scheme by ICMR seeks to foster
novel ideas to develop health sector

GS Paper II: Health

Sector
NEW DELHI

Aimed at encouraging In-
dian scientists to come up
with innovative ideas for
finding solutions to diffi-
cult health problems, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) has an-
nounced a new initiative
called “First in the World
Challenge”. The ICMR is
the apex body in India for
the formulation, coordina-
tion and promotion of bio-
medical research and is
one of the oldest medical
research bodies in the
world.

The council said that the
scheme proposes to foster
novel, out of the box, futu-
ristic ideas, new know-
ledge generation, discov-
ery / development of
breakthrough health tech-
nologies (vaccines, drugs/
therapeutics, diagnostics,
interventions etc.), which

health technologies and therapeutics. FILE PHOTO

has never been thought,
tested or tried in the world
till date.

‘First of its kind’

“The proposal must have
bold research ideas with
significant wide-ranging
impact and if successful
should have potential ‘first
of its kind’ biomedical and

technological innovations
for better health outcomes
in the global context,” said
the Council in its order.

It added that proposals
aiming for ‘incremental
knowledge’ or ‘process in-
novation’ will not be fund-
ed through this scheme.

The announcement
adds that this is a high-risk,

high-reward initiative
where the odds of success
may be variable.

Worth the risk

“But ICMR considers it
worth taking the risk to
achieve something which
no one in the world has ev-
er done before. This pro-
gramme believes in taking
big chances for big re-
wards. Every attempt may
not work out, but the suc-
cesses will bring about a
huge revolution in biomed-
ical science,” it noted.

The proposals can be
submitted by an individual
or by a team of researchers
(either from a single insti-
tute or from multiple insti-
tutes). The selection com-
mittee will be formed by
experts of high repute, in-
novators, policy makers,
scientists with outstanding
record of conducting re-
search and innovation in
the biomedical domain.

Aimed at encouraging Indian scientists to come up with innovative
ideas for finding solutions to difficult health problems, the Indian

Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has announced a new initiative
called "First in the World Challenge".
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e The ICMR is the apex body in India for formulation, coordination, and promotion of
biomedical research and is one of the oldest medical research bodies in the world.

« ICMR YRd ¥ Sg-Rifren sriem & fufor, waaw iR wad= & fore gaf= e §
3R T8 AT & wad R fafeen srxiu Feml 4 9w |

e The scheme proposes to foster novel, out-of-the-box, futuristic ideas and new
knowledge generation to achieve breakthrough health technologies like vaccines,
drugs/therapeutics, diagnostics, and interventions that have never been thought,
tested, or tried in the world.

o T8 ToFT 944, 3FE, vfasard) faary 3k e 3= fAwior &1 sgrar e &1 uarg et
faera g1, < gfrar ® ugd wit I, e ar siemme 8 Y 7

‘First of its kind’

‘31 a8 P! Ugal’

“The proposal must have bold research ideas with significant impact, and if successful,
should bring “first of its kind’ biomedical and technological innovations for better
health outcomes in a global context,” said the Council in its order.

o TRYG T 3 31X H By, UK H WIgH! SFHYUT fa=r g1 =1y fSrep1 samues gyra
g1, 3R SFR I d 813 7, T I8 Ay Tl & S5k e uRomst & fere - aroeit ave 3t
vgat’ Sta-fafeer Sk aaw-ie! Ta™R aos Sl

e Proposals aimed at incremental knowledge or process innovation will not be funded

through this scheme.

o T H 9R-R 3fS a1 ufthar TamR o1 3R aférd wwaral @) 59 g & A1 9 fam
iy =&Y forar smem|

High-risk, High-reward initiative
I WIfEH, 3 PR Ugd

e The announcement mentions that this is a high-risk, high-reward initiative where odds
of success may vary.

. 39U H B8 T ¢ P U8 U I W@, W REPR U ¢, STe] qberdl B
HUTSAT U 81 govdll 5|

e "ICMR considers it worth taking the risk to achieve something no one in the world has
ever done before. This programme believes in taking big chances for big rewards,” it
noted.

« “ICMR 30 g & uga weft faelt 7 18 oo oo e1ie o771 & o Shifew o= & amg
T 8| 98 ST 98 REPRI & e 98 M a1 7 9y 39T 8, I8 Fel T
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Proposal submission and selection
WRATd STHT BT 3R 99

e Proposals can be submitted by an individual or a team of researchers (from a single
institute or from multiple institutes).

 VRATd US afad a1 MYHais ST S (@16 Th g1 IR I 81 A7 31PN ) GRI
TR fohT o abd B

e The selection committee will include experts of high repute, innovators, policy
makers, and scientists with an outstanding record in biomedical research and

innovation.

AU 3R AR | ISP NP1 ard o] B! it far smem|

Tourists to

the frontiers

India is advancing infrastructure and opening up Ladakh’s border regions to tourism,
in a bid to blend strategic development with local growth in the remote areas

Demchok, the last two remaining
friction points from the 2020 stand-off,
in eastern Ladakh.

A broad framework agreement was reached
first at the diplomatic level before a detailed
technical agreement for ground implementation
was concluded between the Corps Commanders
of the two countries.

The stand-off that began between India and
China in May 2020 has changed the situation on
the ground along the Line of Actual Control. To
counter the Chinese People’s Liberation Army’s
ingress into Indian territory and military
build-up, Indian armed forces undertook a major
force accretion and deployment.

The Army has deployed a range of its heavy

ast week, India and China completed
I disengagement at Depsang and

YR gi-ardl
1 3T TeT 7T © 3R aEra & WHAid &= B udea F R @ w8,

firepower, including tanks, armoured vehicles,
and artillery guns while the Air Force moved its
air assets, air defences, and radars forward.

Maintaining equipment in the extreme climate
and high altitude is a herculean task. Along with
it, a major infrastructure augmentation was also
undertaken which serves a dual purpose —
military movements as well as benefits for the
civilian population in the remote areas.

The government is also promoting tourism in
the forward areas in addition to developing
border villages. This is a significant departure
from the earlier policy of keeping forward areas,
especially those contested, off limits. Allowing
tourists, in addition to providing livelihood to
locals, also strengthens the country’s claim to
these areas in the political talks for boundary
resolution at the level of Special Representatives.

Tourists to the
frontiers

dHrsn R
D3 o

India is advancing
infrastructure and
opening up
Ladakh’s border
regions to tourism,
in a bid to blend
strategic
development with
local growth in the
remote areas.

i
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A

e Last week, India and China completed disengagement at Depsang and Demchok, the
last two remaining friction points from the 2020 stand-off, in eastern Ladakh.
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e A broad framework agreement was reached first at the diplomatic level before a
detailed technical agreement for ground implementation was concluded between the
Corps Commanders of the two countries.

o UGW Pe-lfad TR W IS ATYP el JHFGT (531 71, 39 §16 S R fharaa
& o U TaRqga aap-ita! THEAT &l 4RIl & PR HHISII & did T g3l

e The stand-off that began between India and China in May 2020 has changed the
situation on the ground along the Line of Actual Control.

e YR 3R AT & §H9 7 2020 T T g MaRIY T R areafaes fHizror @ & 9y
T 1 g g&1 5

e To counter the Chinese People’s Liberation Army’s ingress into Indian territory and
military build-up, Indian armed forces undertook a major force accretion and
deployment.

o I diye forave omdt & uRdia &5 3 vawr sik 9= o1 &1 gdrear e & forg,
YR IR qal - U 591 e giess ST a1l D1

e The Army has deployed a range of its heavy firepower, including tanks, armoured
vehicles, and artillery guns while the Air Force moved its air assets, air defences, and
radars forward.

o A U YT AUE, T ¢, SR arge SR dd =M €, 3 T §¥el oA
B g, e arg /AT A U= AR WUy, arg &M, 3R SR &1 3 951 7

e Maintaining equipment in the extreme climate and high altitude is a herculean task.

e TRE TAATY 3R I HATS § UGN B! FIE TG U Hfé+ $H g

e Along with it, a major infrastructure augmentation was also undertaken which serves a
dual purpose — military movements as well as benefits for the civilian population in
the remote areas.

. > YUY T g1 FaTdl e 1 dadq o frur man @, o) fdfae st et e
HAT § — = TR & TIY-H1Y GRETS & Gl H ANTRS SAHSAT P oY a1y |

e The government is also promoting tourism in the forward areas in addition to
developing border villages.

. WHR HiHid TGl & [TH & Y- 3 & & § gdfest o +ff Jgra1 < @ 5

e This is a significant departure from the earlier policy of keeping forward areas,
especially those contested, off limits.

. Ug qd 3 Y ¥ v Aecayul g B, R emi) & &, fady w0 o R fare 3,
DI dg TG T T

e Allowing tourists, in addition to providing livelihood to locals, also strengthens the
country’s claim to these areas in the political talks for boundary resolution at the level
of Special Representatives.

o I ARI B STSHTAST UGH HRA o A1Y-T1Y GUCH] Bl Al o, 39 & W o &b
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What are the key takeaways from COP-
16?
COP-16 I IT Y& dTd fieii?
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The 16th edition of the Convention of Biological
Diversity (CBD) in Cali, Colombia was to have
concluded on November 1 after two weeks of
negotiations involving about 190 countries.

Wq fAfAerdar I (CBD) &7 1641 TPIUI Bldiadl
& BTell A 1 TdaR B THTE ST U7, T T
190 32N & gfafAfiry A ) gl &t ardatsi & 91
3ifaw e &1 3ifaw U &7 & PR *

e This convention follows meetings in 2022 at Montreal, Canada.
g THITH 2022 & Aifead, H1ST H §3 93®| & aIc gof g |
e At that meet, countries agreed to protect 30% of land and water

by 2030, known as the '30-by-30 agreement'.

39 I3F T, TN 7 2030 I YfH 3R T BT 30% JRET HA W
TeHfd oI &I, fo '30-919-30 AT & 19 I ST ST 6|
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In 2022, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) set 23
action-oriented global targets for urgent action in the decade to 2030.

2022 ¥ Hi-ShT-uifead Tdiad ararsrgarid! hHad (KMGBF) - 2030 & aR1% o
dehTel PIRaTs & fog 23 foramsiter afye @ga o1 RufRa faan

The actions listed in each target needed to be initiated immediately and completed by
2030.

Jd® ded H YeEllag [haTd q¥d Y& &1 o A1eT 3R 2030 T YL 81 o =1feu|
Other than the 30-by-30 goals, targets include reducing the introduction of invasive
alien species by 50% and minimising their impact by 2030.

30-9T9-30 &I & SaT, AL | Smeprren faesft yemfat & Ua%1 BY 50% HH HAT
3R 31 THTd HI 2030 TH JATH BT A 5|

It also aimed to reduce pollution risks and the negative impact of pollution from all
sources to tolerable levels by 2030.

SUDT 3= 2030 TF UgHUT AT 3R Tt Hidl & 81 aTel UguuT & AGRIAD GHTG D
eI TWRI deb BH DT Hi Tl
Set up a mechanism for "benefit-sharing from the use of digital sequence information
on genetic sources” and integrating biodiversity into policies, regulations, planning,
and development processes.

Hidl R fefored gy IaRT & SUIRT I d1Y-HTGRT & forT U dF Ri1fud
HIAT 3R g fafderan o1 fera, o, demed, SR faera uftrarsit & 2nfie s
A key aim of the COP-16 was to agree on mechanisms to implement these targets as
well as discuss ways to organise funding.

COP-16 &1 Udh T £33 A&l I ARL B & foTT o TR TgHd 811 3R WIS &1
ST B & TRIb] R Tl bR Tl

While there were calculations that about $200 billion would be required annually to
achieve these targets, less than tenth of this money has actually been committed.
ST A& B U B & (AT 8- T AU $200 3RT DI STIRIDH T 814 BT A T,
A1 39 o BT Iad # guar fewar ot Hd 8! fovan mar 31

Decisions taken at COP-16

coP-16 ¥ fow 7w fAvfkg
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Though a final approved text is still in the works, negotiators have decided on setting
up a subsidiary body that will include indigenous groups and peoples in discussions
around conservation and biodiversity, according to a report by the Associated Press
on Saturday.

BTl U Sife SrgHifed urs st Wl quR fobar & %51 8, IdieR| 3 were e
R FH3A 1 Fofg forn B, o Tad=it g ok o wiveqor 3R Sa fafyuar w =i o
A B, ST i TeifRiges 3 3t fFaR ot Roié & wg1 T g

In the run-up to COP-16, one of the most contentious issues was on the Digital
Sequence Information (DSI) agreement.

COP-16 & TodId 3Td JHY, Ted faarareyg gel # 4 Us fSfored srgspa Rt (Ds)
T |
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e This deals with "benefit-sharing” or how, for example, medicines and drugs made from
analysing the DNA of living organisms, stored in databases and which are used in
commercial products, can be shared with the local communities where such organisms
are housed.

Tg "aTY- Y TeRY” & Yefd § a1 98 $Y, ISR & o, Siifad Sfial & e &1
TR OT X p FTY 1T SfWTeRT SR garsi, forg e H wfed fovam man & iR Sl
GRS IdTG! H FUART B} STl §, D1 3 AT FYSHT & 1Y Wi foar o vl §
SIgT U8 Sfid housed & |

e There were plans to create a ‘multi-lateral mechanism’, but no agreement was
forthcoming on which countries or corporations ought to be contributing, and how.
T ‘TSGR a3 §H &1 Aromd ff, AfdT ag T =2 gan fs fooe <=t an dufat &t
GRIGH &1 2R Y, 3R 4|

e The major texts that have so far been formally adopted by the convention include
agreements on biodiversity and climate change, mainstreaming biodiversity, putting
a check on invasive species and the technical needs to support the implementation of
the KMBGF.
31§ I THITH gRT SHIU=TRe ¥ 9 $UA1T 1Y THE el # wiq fafaerar s srearg
TR IR gueid, g fafaedar &) qereRT & @, SmprHe weifad) W A% T SR
KMBGF & STai-aaH &1 90 dX & [T -l STaRaehdTy =M &

What was India’s contribution to COP-16?
COP-16 H HIRd &T TSI T UT?

e India has been a consistent participant at the biodiversity COPs.
YR Sig fafaerar cops H T AR HFfiaR @13 |

e This year too a delegation, led by the Minister of State for Environment Kirti Vardhan
Singh, participated at the proceedings in Colombia.
=g oy off, yatawor g w3 fabdf ad Rig & 9@ @ we ufaffirisa siafear o
HRIATE! H HI fe

e India presented an 'updated’ biodiversity plan where it stated that it expects to spend
around ¥81,664 crore from 2025-30 (FY) on biodiversity and conservation.
YR A TP ‘3USes’ g fafaear aemT ugd &1, forad 39 @81 fos a8 2025-30 (fa<iia
q¥) & TR oig fAfFLdr 3R TREITT TR TTHT 281,664 PIIG T B &I IHIG BT B

e From 2018-22 (FY), India spent ¥32,207 crore on biodiversity and conservation, and to
meet the higher financing requirements, it would require funds from sources beyond
routine government expenditure, it said.

2018-22 (fa<ig o) & TRM, URA 3 99 fafdedr SR TRe W 232,207 FS T fhy,
3R I fadiia siaxgdarstt & W & & o, 38 Frafia SRRt &g & sardr o=
HIdl J ¢ BT I GRT, Tg DTl

e The expenditure from 2018-2022 was solely made by the Centre, through allocations to
various Ministries or statutory bodies for conservation and biodiversity-linked
programmes.

2018-2022 &1 T Had g gRI a1 T U1, faftrer warera) a1 dufe Rl & T
3R o9 fafaedar & Sefda erdeal & forw snded & Hrend |
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e Indian officials at the conference said international finance would be necessary to meet
these goals.
FHEH H YR BT 3 g fob 37 716l &1 UTd A b oY Sfargia fa &1
3{Ta=ghdl It

e “lI'would like to mention that it is necessary to provide means of implementation
including financial resources, as laid down in target 19 of the KMGBF as well as from
DSI, for implementation of the NBSAP (National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan),”
Mr. Singh said in a statement.
T Ug I HAT TG b HIA-aa o T TaH HRAT IR g, s fadi deme
M &, ST fob KMGBF & @& 19 # 3R DsI ¥ FuiRd faan a1 8, NBSAP RTS10 oid
fafaerar YoM TR B ) & wrataae & fog,” 4t Rig - e s d Fa1

e Target 19 calls for mobilising $200 billion per year for biodiversity from all sources,
including $30 billion through international finance.

e 19 uft Frat T 19 fafaear o forg ufd af $200 SR Jem &1 MG HR1 &, Ford
AP fot & HiemH A $30 SRS WA &1

e In the updated assessment, which is a 200-page document, India has cited the
“significant step in global wildlife conservation” it has taken by establishing the
International Big Cat Alliance which is aimed at protecting the world’s seven major big
cat species, as their presence is indicative of a healthy ecosystem and rich biodiversity.

AUITT ATHE H, S U 200-YE P SXATAS g, HRd 3 "dfYes g=golid TReur § Agaayut

HeH" BT I a1 § S I 3 T2 919 TSI P RITTAT HRP IS 7, e
IR g ) I T St 9T | 1 YRET HRAT ©, Fiifs 3! Iufufa Ty
IifRufae! dF 3R W< oia fafdedr &1 dad |

e India had raised its Ramsar sites, which are wetlands of ecological importance under the
Ramsar Convention, from 26 to 85 since 2014.
HRT F 2014 I YR JWEH & ded TRIRAAE Ted & Y F 0§ IR Tl B
26 9 85 T% Sl feaT 5

e Itis soon projected to reach 100.
g STeg & 100 I U &1 3HH g
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How is Tamil Nadu bracing for heatwaves?

What is a heatwave condition? Why are Indian cities, towns and villages vulnerable both in the
hills and the plains? Will notifying it as a State-specific disaster help? Why is it important to have a

focused management plan in place?
IGS Paper llI: Disaster
Management

The story so far:
he Tamil Nadu government, last
week, notified a heatwave as a
State-specific disaster. This would
entail providing relief to people
affected by heatwaves, solatium for the family of
those who have died of heat-related causes, and
to launch interim measures to help manage the
heat. Expenditure for this will be incurred from
the State Disaster Response Fund.

Is heat a crisis now?

The World Meteorological Organization declared
that 2023 was the hottest year on record. The
frequency of heatwaves has increased in recent
years, consistent with anthropogenic climate
change, as per the Sixth Assessment Report of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
2023. Closer home, in India, people are already
reeling under the impact of intense heatwaves.
In a paper in the journal Environment
International, titled ‘Impact of heatwaves on
all-cause mortality in India: A comprehensive
multi-city study’, the authors Jeroen de Bont et
al record India’s heatwaves that have been
occurring with increased frequency during the
last decades. In May 1998, India experienced a
severe heatwave over a two-week period
considered to be the worst in the preceding 50
years. During the summer of 1999, India
experienced unprecedented heat in April, with
maximum temperatures of 40°C or above for
more than 14 days.

Another heatwave in 2003 was estimated to
have caused more than 3,000 deaths in Andhra
Pradesh, the paper recounts. In May 2010, a
heatwave in Ahmedabad led to approximately

Children,
senior
citizens,
pregnant
women, and
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work in the
open are
more
susceptible
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impact of
heat

Hellfire: A road worker, braving the heat and dust, repairing a damaged road

in Palayamkottai, Tirunelveli on July 9. SHAIKMOHIDEEN. A

1,300 deaths. In 2016, 2018, 2019 and 2023
extreme heatwaves have been observed across
India. In the summer of 2024, a severe and long
heatwave impacted India, blistering plains and
hills, causing deaths and heat strokes. May 2024
was the worst, with Churu in Rajasthan
recording a maximum of 50.5°C, recorded as the
highest temperature in India in eight years. As
per records, there were 219 deaths, including
election officials on duty in the districts; over
25,000 people suffered from heatstroke.

How is a heatwave defined?
A heatwave is defined generally as a prolonged
period of unusually and excessively hot weather,
which may also be accompanied by high
humidity, but is primarily determined by
regions for themselves. The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), which determines heatwave
conditions, has specified the following criteria: a
heatwave need not be considered till maximum
temperature of a station reaches at least 40°C for
plains and at least 30°C for hilly regions. In the
regional context, heatwave management has
already emerged as a problem requiring focused
attention. During April, May 2024, many parts of
Tamil Nadu recorded temperatures above 40°C.
Eun-Soon Im et al, in a paper on ‘Deadly
heatwaves projected in the densely populated
agricultural regions of South Asia’ featured in
Science Advances, stated that the crisis is all the
more significant in South Asia, a region
inhabited by about one-fifth of the global human
population, where there exists an
unprecedented combination of severe natural
hazards and acute vulnerability. “The most
intense hazard from extreme future heatwaves is
concentrated around densely populated
agricultural regions of the Ganges and Indus
river basins,” the paper forecasts.

How does heat impact health?

Extreme heat conditions have a definite
deleterious impact on human health, life and
productivity. In their paper, Jeroen de Bont et al
say they found strong evidence of the impact of
heatwaves on daily mortality. Longer and more
intense heatwaves were linked to an increased
mortality risk. This makes it a public health
problem that governments must tend to. They
further add that heat-related morbidity and
mortality can be caused by the direct effects of
exposure to extreme heat, including a spectrum
of heat-related illnesses from heat exhaustion to
heat stroke. “Equally challenging from a public
health perspective are the indirect effects of
extreme heat exposure, occurring when heat
exposure stresses underlying physiological
systems and results in other specific

manifestations such as renal insufficiency, acute
cerebrovascular and cardiovascular disease, and
exacerbations of pulmonary disease,” the paper
notes. Further, existing vulnerabilities such as
poverty, lack of access to shelter and health
care, unplanned cities and working out in the
open, add to the burden in mid and low middle
income communities. Children, senior citizens,
pregnant women, those with pre-existing co
morbidities, and people forced to work in the
open, as in construction and agriculture
industries, are more vulnerable to the impact of
heat. According to the WHO, heat-related
mortality for people over 65 years of age
increased by approximately 85% between
2000-2004 and 2017-2021.

A working paper from the Early Childhood
Scientific Council on Equity and the
Environment, Harvard University, (Extreme
Heat Affects Early Childhood Development and
Health: Working Paper No. 1., 2023) details the
effect extreme temperatures can have during
pregnancy and early childhood, including on
learning, sleep quality, and mental and
behavioural health.

What is wet bulb temperature?

Wet bulb temperature is the lowest temperature
to which a surface can be cooled by water
evaporating from it, or the lowest temperature
to which the surface of the skin can be cooled by
sweating. Beyond this threshold, the human
body can no longer cool itself, leading to heat
stroke or even death. This temperature accounts
for not only the degrees but also helps measure
humidity and understand how much
evaporation can occur.

This is particularly significant to India, which
has a vast coastline in the east and west, and
where rising humidity levels are of concern.
Steven C. Sherwood et al in the paper ‘An
adaptability limit to climate change due to heat
stress’ point out that peak heat stress, quantified
by the wet-bulb temperature, is surprisingly
similar across diverse climates today. Exceeding
a wet bulb temperature of 35°C for extended
periods would induce hyperthermia in humans,
as dissipation of heat becomes impossible.

What should governments do?

The long-term goal is addressing the
anthropogenic causes for climate change, and at
the same time, tackling systemic shortfalls like
poverty, unplanned cities, access to health care
and nutrition. However, there is much that
governments can do even in the interim, during
periods of intense heat, as indicated by the
Tamil Nadu government. These include keeping
in readiness health centres, maternity and
children hospitals to provide treatment for
citizens, stockpiling adequate quantities of ORS
and medicines that will be useful at hospitals,
providing water and shelter to those who have
to brave the elements and rescheduling work
hours to protect outdoor workers.

How is Tamil Nadu bracing for heatwaves?

aftrerrg deda & T 9 R F @1 82
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The Tamil Nadu government, last week, notified a heatwave as a State-
specific disaster.

affeTg TR A IS 9wE, T gicdd &I Isa-faflRy simuer & &u
# Siferyfera faram
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This would entail providing relief to people affected by heatwaves, solatium for the
family of those who have died of heat-related causes, and to launch interim measures to
help manage the heat.

ST 44 § gledd I THIRAT ATl &1 18d USH &1, gie-aeh RN 9 W Al &
IRAR & e Gamraer &1, 3R T vee & Aag $HRA & o siale Surl &1 arg &A1
Expenditure for this will be incurred from the State Disaster Response Fund.
o forT W 7 et wfafshar ey 3 faar S|

The World Meteorological Organization declared that 2023 was the hottest year on
record.

fasy wraw faqm e = i e 6 2023 3@ 9@ &1 Fad T aif 1|

The frequency of heatwaves has increased in recent years, consistent with anthropogenic
climate change, as per the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, 2023.

gIeda o1 3Mgi 8T & auf | 9 T3 3, S HHG-SIi-d SfadTg URadH & 3% g, o fb
R-WPR Taarg uRad- i9d ! Bdt MPpa Ruld, 2023 § gdmn T g1

In a paper in the journal Environment International, titled ‘Impact of heatwaves on all-
cause mortality in India: A comprehensive multi-city study’, the authors record India’s
heatwaves that have been occurring with increased frequency during the last decades.
- TTaRRAHE §ee-RFd & UHIRid Uh IR, fored! v § wkd § 9wt SR 3
U R gledd &1 YHTA: TP ATUS 9§-R1e AT, T o A IS el 1 g1 <@l
YRA Dt gledd & dgdl 3Rl I RBbIS bl
In May 1998, India experienced a severe heatwave over a two-week period considered to
be the worst in the preceding 50 years.
g 1998 H, YRd 7 T TR gledd &1 3rHd fova, ot fisa 50 a6t ¥ T @19 A1

I
During the summer of 1999, India experienced unprecedented heat in April, with
maximum temperatures of 40°C or above for more than 14 days.
1999 FY T H YR 3 3rite o 3ryayd i &1 rva fowa, ford sifresaw araw 40°C
1 I9Y S 14 131 I 3ifep THy T T
Another heatwave in 2003 was estimated to have caused more than 3,000 deaths in
Andhra Pradesh.
2003 § UF 3R gledd & HRUT 377¢ T T 3,000 J 3iftre M 817 &7 SAM Tl
In May 2010, a heatwave in Ahmedabad led to approximately 1,300 deaths.
TS 2010 H, 3EHCEIE H U gledd & HRU ATHT 1,300 Hd g5 |
In 2016, 2018, 2019, and 2023 extreme heatwaves have been observed across India.
2016, 2018, 2019, 3R 2023 H HRd R ¥ ATF ghedq 35! 78 T
In the summer of 2024, a severe and long heatwave impacted India, blistering plains and
hills, causing deaths and heat strokes.
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2024 Ft T T, v MR oIk et Freda A YR B wfad o, o Ber SR ugifeat
# 7 & RO A 3R ge Wi ga|

e May 2024 was the worst, with Churu in Rajasthan recording a maximum of 50.5°C,
recorded as the highest temperature in India in eight years.
S 2024 T WS YT, 9 IR & TR= A 50.5°C T f¥wdd aroHE Reprs foar,
ST 3T T § YR HT Ha9 I mﬂg:

e As per records, there were 219 deaths, including election officials on duty in the districts;
over 25,000 people suffered from heatstroke.
Rre & SAYR, 219 Hid g3, o el & SIS R oH1d g9 i RY 2l 2; 25,000
W Sf® TN B FlewIP HT HHAT HAT ST

e A heatwave is defined generally as a prolonged period of unusually and excessively hot
weather, which may also be accompanied by high humidity, but is primarily determined
by regions for themselves.

F1eda & IHRIG: SR SR S(Ae TH HIH $I T [ $afdl & U d
aRUTIYG foman ST &, St 3= Simgar & A1y o 81 Aahclt 8, T 38 T &0 § & g
9 Feffed fovam smar g

e The India Meteorological Department (IMD), which determines heatwave conditions, has
specified the following criteria: a heatwave need not be considered till maximum
temperature of a station reaches at least 40°C for plains and at least 30°C for hilly
regions.

YR WA g fAumt amp), St §eda ot Rufrl &1 fufor w=ar g, = FHafafea
AMes FMufid fPT §: T gledd & 79 a ol A1 ST 15T o1d dd (o fed! RIF H1
31T arga AT & firg 40°C 3R TRTSt &=t & forg 30°C a% =781 ugadr|

e In the regional context, heatwave management has already emerged as a problem
requiring focused attention.
&t T & dieda yeys ugd 3 € Ue THR & FU H IR g, O Ffxd @ @t
3T B

e During April, May 2024, many parts of Tamil Nadu recorded temperatures above 40°C.
30, W 2024 F TRM, ARG F B3 B & 40°C F 31 arawm Repis fopar mar|

e Eun-Soon Im et al, in a paper on '‘Deadly heatwaves projected in the densely populated
agricultural regions of South Asia’ featured in Science Advances, stated that the crisis is
all the more significant in South Asia, a region inhabited by about one-fifth of the global
human population, where there exists an unprecedented combination of severe natural
hazards and acute vulnerability.
-G 39 311 7 ‘gfaror TR & o=t Srmard) are i &5 # srgwifaa urde gieda
IR U& TR & Far fos Yahe gféror ufdmn & iR oft agayui 5, S 3f¥e e S=een
BT AT TH-Uidai 31 5, 5gh TR Ui Garl 3R g Fde-=iterdT &7 3dgd
e Bl

e "The most intense hazard from extreme future heatwaves is concentrated around
densely populated agricultural regions of the Ganges and Indus river basins,” the paper
forecasts.

TR § Hiasy &t Srcaftrer gleda ¥ Tad g a1 71 iR Riy 7t & iy & o=t
3MTET I B & & IRY 3R Hfed B, 9 1 Bt yfgsgaroht ot 7 71
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Impact of Heat on Health
THT BT TR TR YHTT

e Extreme heat conditions have a definite deleterious impact on human health, life, and
productivity.

3 THf i R BT A Wk, Sita 3R IdTehdl R iy 9 A gifieRe
YHTE BT 3|

e In their paper, Jeroen de Bont et al found strong evidence of the impact of heatwaves
on daily mortality.
T TR @?ﬁ%aﬁ 311fe; 3 T #t TR F P g R TR UHIT & ASTed Yed UIT|

e Longer and more intense heatwaves were linked to an increased mortality risk.
o R 31fee ot TH B eI B! Yog BT TeT 3T YA I SisT 147

e Heat-related morbidity and mortality can be caused by the direct effects of exposure
to extreme heat, including a spectrum of heat-related illnesses from heat exhaustion to
heat stroke.

T § Faiferd R iR g Srcafres i & WU & Ueae YHTAl & HRUI gl Jabal o,
o 7T yepTac ¥ A T & SR A B SHEINAT $I T Saa [NHd g

e Indirect effects of extreme heat exposure stress underlying physiological systems and
result in specific manifestations such as renal insufficiency, acute cerebrovascular and
cardiovascular disease, and exacerbations of pulmonary disease.
3t T & Tudh & YIS HT AYT RMRIND YUl IR -1d STAd & 3R &
F fAwaar, Nig AfTss-Taaaifed g R geu-arfeda I, 3R BHs! &) Faial &
e ok} favw sifiaufaaal &1 HRu s B

e Existing vulnerabilities such as poverty, lack of access to shelter and health care,
unplanned cities, and working outdoors add to the burden in mid and low middle-
income communities.
TS, 3o 3R WY T@HTH dF Ugd &1 ST, o e, 3R a6t B FHRem
S Hi[eT YaeRiieant wead iR A wer-sma are wqerat o i send 5|

o Children, senior citizens, pregnant women, those with pre-existing co-morbidities,
and people forced to work outdoors, as in construction and agriculture, are more
vulnerable to the impact of heat.
=, IR TMRve, et Afgane, e o qd-fRud ag-d € ok T a1 R
fFrmafor iR HY o &= A F188 F1H FHRA & AN ASIeR g1 usdr §, T & gvE & ufd
3ifie FdeThe &

e According to the WHO, heat-related mortality for people over 65 years of age increased
by approximately 85% between 2000-2004 and 2017-2021.
WHO & 3I3R, 65 T4 3R 39X 3ifre 3mg & @il & forg i § Taiferd gog 2= & 2000-

2004 3R 2017-2021 & St AT 85% ! ik §3 B
e A working paper from the Early Childhood Scientific Council on Equity and the

Environment, Harvard University, details the effect extreme temperatures can have
during pregnancy and early childhood, including on learning, sleep quality, and
mental and behavioural health.

gIdS fayfaeray & URfYS STeudTa X URNE gRT UBIRId Uk Hrius & mHiawT
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What is Wet Bulb Temperature?
A o BT ATYHTE HT &2

Wet bulb temperature is the lowest temperature to which a surface can be cooled by

water evaporating from it, or the lowest temperature to which the surface of the skin can

be cooled by sweating.

T S FT AU I AW aTqaT g o ot wag & ur & arsdiavor gR de

?&nenm%, 1 98 FAqH AU o @l &1 9de B Ui §R1 81 a1 off ¥l
I

Beyond this threshold, the human body can no longer cool itself, leading to heat stroke

or even death.

29 T & UR, A4 IRR W4 $I S8 181 B G, foredt 1T &1 &1 a1 98t I o 9y

B aHdl g

This temperature accounts for not only the degrees but also helps measure humidity

and understand how much evaporation can occur.

gg AIUHM A Sad [$U1 1 & H 7@ g Sfce skar 1 AU H +f Hag a1 g iR U8
TS H HEE Pl § fob aredievor fbhaHT 81 gehall 5|

This is particularly significant to India, which has a vast coastline in the east and west,
and where rising humidity levels are of concern.

Ig foaRiy U ¥ URE & o weayu g, e ud ofik uffm & fawne qearn g, ik rel
Il ATEaT & wR a1 BT fawd g |

Steven C. Sherwood et al in the paper ‘An adaptability limit to climate change due to
heat stress’ point out that peak heat stress, quantified by the wet-bulb temperature, is
surprisingly similar across diverse climates today.

W I, IS 1S = 7T & T P BRUI iearg URac & o e &t Jdr R
30 UWR H S i et a0 & ara|= gRT AT TS oRH TH] &1 a1d 311 [ siaarg
# SfawRUia U & ¥4 3|

Exceeding a wet bulb temperature of 35°C for extended periods would induce
hyperthermia in humans, as dissipation of heat becomes impossible.

e Y d 35°C BT M §cd dIUHM UR ST A1) H gTeuR AT o1 SrRor a7,

Fifep T BT ard SRAHT 8 S 2

What Should Governments Do?

IRPRI B T HIAT ATRW?
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The long-term goal is addressing the anthropogenic causes for climate change, and at
the same time, tackling systemic shortfalls like poverty, unplanned cities, access to
health care and nutrition.

fp1fere e HIaSITAT PRI &1 TSI AT § ST STorar] uRad & e R’rfeR g,
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e However, there is much that governments can do even in the interim during periods of
intense heat, as indicated by the Tamil Nadu government.

gTdifch, ote T & SR 1 IRBRI & T g $© AT YHT &, ST o AT IWBR
GRT Ihford fpar T g

e These include keeping in readiness health centres, maternity and children hospitals to
provide treatment for citizens.

70 TR Fal, madt iR gl & SRUATal B ARIRS] & 7Y IUAR Y& A & g
GRISESCEIRIE ]
. Stockplllng adequate quantities of ORS and medicines that will be useful at hospitals.

3rgdral | Iuanft 9 a1l ORS 3R garsit &l vaftd AET ol S ST

e Providing water and shelter to those who have to brave the elements and rescheduling
work hours to protect outdoor workers.

S deal BT AT B & [T ASISR 8, 36 UL 3R ATYT Te BT 3R aes! i ol
IR & o1 &8 & Hel o R 9 Fuffea &

Why is Brazil weighing options on BRI?

aﬁaé’twmﬁwﬁﬂwﬁawaﬁww%v

The Brazilian government indicated this week that it may not want to
join China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which would make it the
second member of the BRICS grouping (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
South Africa) after India to decline joining the trillion-dollar Chinese
global infrastructure project that was started in 2013.
STelld THR A 39 W18 Yovd Qa1 fb ag T Ft dee T s
sfAfRrefea (@smans) # fdre 7 g 918 I« €, o g fawy
HHE (SITeilel, ¥4, HIRd, <, f&10T SIThIhT) T GORT TG &+ SITQ,
ﬁﬁﬁzms H IRE DI T3 39 fefmA-siar &1 9+t af¥e gfardt e
ufaterET | A g1 A $9R b

o The decision was conveyed in an interview to a Brazilian newspaper by Celso Amorim,
Chief Adviser on Foreign Policy to Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva.
g A sTelle & Iyufa gge gATRa e & Riear & fagsh Hifd & o1 geagaRr
Jed I gRT TS STilerdTs JHER U= & 1Y T HIaTehR H Fadrdl 7|

e The interview has raised questions about Brazil-China ties, as well as about the BRI,
which was launched as a modern-day version of the ancient Silk Road.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




w“r

triofic

Pathshala
www.patrioticias.in

Contact Number: 9971932488

PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Y HI&THR - FTeid-d Had 3R steRas & IR § gard 3o 5, ford urei Ried
S BT TH SATYMADH BT AT T 47|
¢ Inthe interview to O Globo, Mr. Amorim said that rather than sign an "accession
contract” with China, Brazil would prefer to explore “synergy” in various nationally
determined infrastructure projects.

3 TErET & eTh R H, o SR A Fel fh 99 & 1Y g0 sy IR gxlaR

Why is Brazil weighing options on BRI?

What has President Lula’s chief adviser on foreign policy indicated with respect to China’s Belt and

Road Initiative? What is the status of Brazil-China ties? What reasons did India give when it
decided not to join the initiative? Has China’s global infrastructure project hit a roadblock?

GS Paper Il:
dBrazil-China

The story so far:
he Brazilian government indicated
this week that it may not want to join
China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
which would make it the second
member of the BRICS grouping (Brazil, Russia,
India, China, South Africa) after India to decline
joining the trillion-dollar Chinese global
infrastructure project that was started in 2013.

What may have prompted the decision?

The decision was conveyed in an interview to a
Brazilian newspaper by Celso Amorim, Chief
Adviser on Foreign Policy to Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva. The interview has
raised questions about Brazil-China ties, as well
as about the BRI, which was launched as a
modern-day version of the ancient Silk Road.

In the interview to O Globo, Mr. Amorim said
that rather than sign an “accession contract”
with China, Brazil would prefer to explore
“synergy” in various nationally determined
infrastructure projects. “The key word is
synergy. It’s not about signing something like an
insurance policy. We’re not entering into an

There is an
underlying
concern
about
growing
dependence
in the
Community
of Latin
American
and
Caribbean
States on
Chinese
investment

Rocky road: Brazil's Special Adviser to the President Celso Amorim, speaks at
a meeting with China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi, on September 27. A
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accession treaty. It’s a negotiation of synergies,”
Mr. Amorim said, adding that while China could
give the relationship any name, for Brazil any
partnership would involve projects defined and
decided by Brazil.

He did not, however, reject the BRI outright
or forswear Chinese funding for a number of
projects, mainly on infrastructure, but also in
other areas, ranging from solar energy to hybrid
or electric cars. Mr. Amorim also suggested that
such projects would engage not only Brazil but
also other South American countries. Finally,
Mr. Amorim pointed to more geopolitical
collaborations that Brazil and China can further,
such as the six-point peace plan for Ukraine.

Why is the timing important?
Unlike most of its neighbours, Brazil is one of
only four South American countries not to join
the Chinese initiative. Mr. Lula’s predecessors
Jair Bolsonaro and Michel Temer had been
positive on Chinese investments but demurred
at Beijing’s multiple attempts at getting Brazil to
sign an MoU on the BRI. As of December 2023,
about 150 countries worldwide have done so,
with India and Brazil being notable exceptions
in the developing world, especially given their
common membership of the BRICS. Russia also
has some BRI projects under development for
energy and roads, but it has not signed the MoU,
only inking a China-Eurasian Economic Union
MoU on the BRI

In July, however, Mr. Lula had told a news
conference that Brazil was studying the benefits
of joining the BRI. “As China wants to discuss
this Silk Road, we will have to prepare a
proposal to assess ‘What do we gain? What’s in it
for Brazil if we participate in this thing?’,” he
said. However, the decision conveyed in the O
Globo interview, which comes after the BRICS
summit in Russia and a visit to China by Mr.
Amorim, appears to indicate that Brazil has
concluded that the gains do not outweigh the
risks of such a move.

What were India’s reasons to stay out of BRI?
In its decision announced in May 2017 to stay
out of the BRI, India was more forthright, and
had outlined three issues: the corridor

@PATRIOTICIAS

disregards sovereignty and territorial integrity of
nations, particularly referring to projects in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir; it would push
smaller economies into debt traps and
environmental hazards; and there was a lack of
transparency, indicating India was wary of the
BRI’s larger geopolitical aims. In Brazil, officials
say that there is an underlying concern about
growing dependence in the CELAC (Community
of Latin American and Caribbean States) region
on Chinese investment, although Brazil-China
trade has reached robust levels of $180 billion
and Chinese investment of $3 billion a year in
Brazil is the highest in the continent. With all
that is at stake, all eyes are on what President
Lula says later this month, when he hosts the
G-20 in Rio De Janeiro (November 18-19),
followed by a state visit by Chinese President Xi
Jinping to Brasilia on November 20.

Has the BRI lost its sheen?

More than a decade after it was launched by Mr.
Xi, the Belt and Road Initiative is no longer the
“project of the century” it was once touted as.
Of the 150 countries that have either signed an
MoU or contracted for BRI projects, 44 are in
Sub-saharan Africa, 17 in the European Union, 17
others in Europe and Central Asia, 31 in East
Asia and South East Asia, 22 in South America
and 19 in West Asia-North Africa.

One of the reasons the BRI’s charms have
dimmed is China’s own slowing economy and
Beijing’s unwillingness to be as generous with its
loans in the second half of the decade, especially
after the COVID-19 pandemic. Another is the
discomfort in many countries over the terms for
the loans, which involve hiring Chinese
companies and engaging Chinese workers, while
often demanding heavy collateral, as Sri Lanka
found out after losing control of the Hambantota
port. The U.S’s heavy lobbying against the BRI
has also had some effect: Italy’s Giorgia Melloni
announced in December 2023 that it would not
renew the BRI MoU. The Brazilian Foreign
Adviser’s statement follows a visit by U.S. Trade
Representative Katherine Tai who asked Brazil
to think carefully through an “objective lens”
before signing on to the BRI. The remarks raised
a protest from the Chinese Embassy in Brasilia
which called them “disrespectful” of Brazil’s
sovereign right to choose its partners. With
some ambiguity still apparent in Brazil’s stand,
some have suggested that President Lula may be
keeping his options open, at least until the
outcome of the U.S. elections on November 5.
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e "The key word is synergy. It's not about signing something like an insurance policy.
We're not entering into an accession treaty. It's a negotiation of synergies,” Mr.
Amorim said, adding that while China could give the relationship any name, for Brazil
any partnership would involve projects defined and decided by Brazil.

TR Veq, § AN | T8 fareht dar A &t IR $8 W gxer F » IR A A8t 81 gd
rfrrgor wft & 78 91 X% €1 9% AN &1 UH S1adid 5,” A SR A g, T8 Shed gu
o Safeh I Hay &1 Bis |l 91 ¢ THdT 5, STeid o 17T is H IRiaRT 34 gRaieHref
# ftre gt forg smefter gRT oRyIfa iR 7 fopar e |

e He did not, however, reject the BRI outright or forswear Chinese funding for a number of
projects, mainly on infrastructure, but also in other areas, ranging from solar energy to
hybrid or electric cars.
BIdiios, I5iH ASARSATS I G a8 U WIRS g1 a1 a1 g @i "igd Pbs uRareISi
& fore it faauioor @ 3R 51 b, sfcs AR el § A gIsfors a1 safaed BRI
e b 31 &l | |

e Mr. Amorim also suggested that such projects would engage not only Brazil but also
other South American countries.

ot 3T 3 7% +t gaa fear o it ufvaiemm Fad soiia & € 8T sfee 3 gféron
AT 3= D i =mieret Bt

e Finally, Mr. Amorim pointed to more geopolitical collaborations that Brazil and China
can further, such as the six-point peace plan for Ukraine.

3fda:, ot AR 7 FTelte 3R A9 gRT 37 918 off b arelt TS Y-IroT-ifae
WEAN 1 Tobd ferar, S b gebet & forw wg-faig wrifar dvom

e Unlike most of its neighbours, Brazil is one of only four South American countries not to
join the Chinese initiative.

3 SR TSI & fauRid, STolid Pad IR af&oT ST G & ¥ T § forg I
Ul H il Te1 g1 &1 i feran 81

e Mr. Lula’s predecessors Jair Bolsonaro and Michel Temer had been positive on Chinese
investments but demurred at Beijing’s multiple attempts at getting Brazil to sign an
MoU on the BRI.
ot e & Gaad! ok SeFRT SR e o 3 D+ e R SeRES 3@ SuER ot
lfch1 ST ERT STTollel 1 SRS TR T THIHY IR FEKTER B & P YIHl IR Yl
foam |

e As of December 2023, about 150 countries worldwide have done so, with India and
Brazil being notable exceptions in the developing world, especially given their common
membership of the BRICS.
faiaR 2023 T, T WR T W 150 SR A U1 T §, o YR SR STeita
famra=ita 3= v siuare 8, faRiy U & 37 faea & I vewar &1 ¢ad gu|

e Russia also has some BRI projects under development for energy and roads, but it has
not signed the MoU, only inking a China-Eurasian Economic Union MoU on the BRI.

Y & U Ht Fuf 3R Tad & o $ RS RIS fawr & i €, afe
Bﬂﬁ@ﬁm TR GEAER o1 U 8, et R3S W H-331e 31 T & quaiig =
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e In July, however, Mr. Lula had told a news conference that Brazil was studying the
benefits of joining the BRI.
gTTioh, aTs |, o T A U THRIR T | &gl U7 [ SToiid dieRS{Ts # M g &
STHI BT ST B TeT T

e "As China wants to discuss this Silk Road, we will have to prepare a proposal to assess
‘What do we gain? What's in it for Brazil if we participate in this thing?',” he said.
o & =i 5 Riee A W ==l 31 =16l 8, §H T UATd IR BT G cilfch Tg
31T o1 T {3 6 FaT AW 82 SR TH FHH HIT A § a1 Sefita & fore sad - g7
ERdRcal

e However, the decision conveyed in the O Globo interview, which comes after the BRICS
summit in Russia and a visit to China by Mr. Amorim, appears to indicate that Brazil has
concluded that the gains do not outweigh the risks of such a move.

gIdifep, 3t Teel FremepR H 9dTs T8 I8 fAufy, o 9 o faa Rraw a@a sk 4t
AR GRT H &1 T & J1c 37T 8, T8 Hobd &l © b smenat 1 sy e @ fb oy
T HeH & SifEd I 31 781 B

India's Reasons to Stay Out of BRI

YRRd & BRI H MU 7 B4 & PRI

e Inits decision announced in May 2017 to stay out of the BRI, India was more forthright,
and had outlined three issues:
2017 # WS o BRI # XA 9 811 o1 v ad gU YR 7 1% Wyar ¥ fiH 48] &1 S
fosa:

e The corridor disregards sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations, particularly
referring to projects in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Tg TIRRT SR Bt HUYET 3R &7 SrEsdr &1 3T B 8, Iy wu F urfhea -
RITHI IR T URASHISH T Ik v gul

e It would push smaller economies into debt traps and environmental hazards.
Tg BIC sriaawTsll »1 Hol & wre SR yafavofty @avi & 4dbd ¢l

e There was a lack of transparency, indicating India was wary of the BRI's larger
geopolitical aims.
IR R 3t H R, 51 =i § fF YR BRI & 58 Y-IeHa® I & U Tad ATl

e In Brazil, officials say that there is an underlying concern about growing dependence in
the CELAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) region on Chinese
investment, although Brazil-China trade has reached robust levels of $180 billion and
Chinese investment of $3 billion a year in Brazil is the highest in the continent.
STt B SHfYHIRTY BT FHeT § I CELAC (@1fa SraRant SR Hfaae ITsal &1 qqer) &=
# T faw R s fAvRar & IR 7 te siafsifed fidn g, g1l sTolid-=i- samuR $180
3RT & Helgd TR WR Ugd a1 § 3R sreiiel § $3 3R ufa o &1 <+ Mo #ereiu o
RERECE ]

o With all that is at stake, all eyes are on what President Lula says later this month, when he
hosts the G-20 in Rio De Janeiro (November 18-19), followed by a state visit by
Chinese President Xi Jinping to Brasilia on November 20.
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Has the BRI Lost Its Sheen?

T BRI $1 THS Gl TS &2
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More than a decade after it was launched by Mr. Xi, the Belt and Road Initiative is no

longer the "project of the century” it was once touted as.

oft =ft GRT = [T SH & TP q=1& ¥ 318 7Y 971G, Belt and Road Initiative 3/d 39

F& & Uroide” o U H g1 381 § oI I 39 Ugdl TaTRa fobar T ol

Of the 150 countries that have either signed an MoU or contracted for BRI projects, 44

are in Sub-Saharan Africa, 17 in the European Union, 17 others in Europe and Central

Asia, 31 in East Asia and Southeast Asia, 22 in South America, and 19 in West Asia-

North Africa.

150 320 & ¥ 517 a1 TP MoU TR SR U & a1 BRI GRATSHTSHT & fog sy farg

€ 44 SU-UBRT 3BT &, 17 QRIGT Tg F, 17 3= TRIY 3R St eRar F, 31 ¢d

g&meﬁvaf&m-qa‘mﬁ, 22 gféror smfR®T ), SR 19 Ui ulRmn-Iwr enpier &
I

One of the reasons the BRI's charms have dimmed is China’s own slowing economy and
Beijing’s unwillingness to be as generous with its loans in the second half of the decade,

especially after the COVID-19 pandemic.
BRI &1 TPVl HH FH BT TP HRUI I B T} Srdfoqaet SR siifoi &1 SgRar I HHI

2, faRyaR coVID-19 HETHRY & JTe & TRH & gaX U H|

Another is the discomfort in many countries over the terms for the loans, which involve

hiring Chinese companies and engaging Chinese workers, while often demanding

heavy collateral, as Sri Lanka found out after losing control of the Hambantota port.

SR H3 S H BT & W<l & ufa srgfaen g, s D=t sufal &1 fgea s

AT 4T &1 A HIAT M B, T SRR R Rt 31 17 3T oirelt g, S

fo5 sfieiepT 3 gaCIeT QMG W =01 WA & oG U

The U.S.'s heavy lobbying against the BRI has also had some effect: Italy’s Giorgia

Meloni announced in December 2023 that it would not renew the BRI MoU.

.U, & FaaTs Ateg &1 off $& UHTa UST 3: geelt @t sliforar AeHt A fadar 2023 &
HIYUT &1 fob 98 BRI MoU 1 Fal-IehRul 781 bl |

The Brazilian Foreign Adviser's statement follows a visit by U.S. Trade Representative
Katherine Tai who asked Brazil to think carefully through an “objective lens” before
signing on to the BRI.

FToTd o [IG YATEHR &1 99 G,UH. TR Ufafafy HuUd= 18 &1 ar & a1 o,
S5 SToild ¥ BRI TR G&I1&R 6 9§ Ugd a1y ¥HIU" § Hia &l &gl

The remarks raised a protest from the Chinese Embassy in Brasilia which called them
"disrespectful” of Brazil's sovereign right to choose its partners.

< fewforat 3 siyferar & =i+t garars I Ue oy I, e 3 sTeild & JuY
STYPR DI I | “3FTGR” el
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e With some ambiguity still apparent in Brazil's stand, some have suggested that President
Lula may be keeping his options open, at least until the outcome of the U.S. elections
on November 5.

SToltd & $9 B $o sreapar onft oft Ty B, $© 7 gaa fun § fo wpufa gan s fasel
DI GAT I T g, HH I HH 5 T4 DI T, FATG! & GRUH a6 |

China-Eurasian Economic Union (China-
EEU) Partnership

Central
Asi a RUSSIA

China-Eurasian Economic Union (China-EEU)
Partnership refers to the growing economic
and strategic relationship between China and
the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), an
economic union led by Russia and involving
Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and
Kyrgyzstan. '\\
The EEU was formally established on 1 January I

2015 with the aim of creating a single market — -
for goods, services, and capital across its member states, similar to the European Union.
The China-EEU partnership focuses on increasing economic cooperation, infrastructure
development, and cross-border trade to strengthen ties across Eurasia.

DA-RRE enffe g @F-357) TN I 3R A e T $3g) & &t dad onftfe
3R Yorfifde Teeh ot Wi Bl 7, o 9 & Iy i, daRew, Selfe, iR
forfifar =nfira g1

339 HT NN TS 1 FHaY 2015 B! 34T AT, w1 2T 30 Yo <=0 T JHH, Taraff 3R
Uoft & forT Ut STOIR ST ]

N-33 TSN H1 I MH TganT, FHard g fasmr SR 1 R SR & 961 8, o

QfRr § ey goigd gl |

Key Concepts

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): China's BRI is closely linked to the EEU partnership. Launched in
2013, the BRI aims to enhance global trade routes across Asia, Europe, and Africa. The China-EEU
partnership complements the BRI by connecting China's economic interests with those of EEU
members.

Infrastructure Development: China and EEU countries focus on developing transportation and
energy infrastructure, including railways, roads, and pipelines. This infrastructure is vital for
enhancing trade and economic integration.

Economic Integration: Both China and the EEU are working towards easing trade barriers,
facilitating cross-border trade, and creating a seamless trade corridor across the Eurasian region.
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Digital Economy and Technology Cooperation: China and EEU countries are exploring
cooperation in the digital economy, including e-commerce, telecommunications, and artificial
intelligence (Al).

3T YRS

dee U s sMRnfea ((emans): 99 &1 SRS HRIGH, ST 2013 T Y= gofl, IR/ & FuR
TR ! Aolgd HRA BT U ¢ | T1-339 ATHSRI SRS & I DI R Bl ¢

Tt g e 9 iR 359 <=1 &1 e uiagd iR Sl gHaTd! g, S Yed, Js®, 3R
qISUdrsy & fOp W g

T THIHIOT: I 3R S AT IR HUR $I FAUoHdh a1 R [T &5 T T ey AR
TIRRT &1 &1 fG=1 § S8 HR 36 6

feforea srdarawr sk Wenfiet weahT: 99 ok §3g Tw fefvtea sifoqamn o, forow §-91,
TR, 3R W gfSwwr (@sns) WA 8, TG & UGS eI @ B

Data and Facts

Trade Growth: Trade between China and EEU countries has been increasing. In 2021, trade reached
around $140 billion, marking a substantial rise.

Energy Resources: EEU countries, particularly Russia and Kazakhstan, are rich in energy resources,
and China is a major consumer, especially of natural gas and oil.

Strategic Influence: By partnering with EEU, China strengthens its geopolitical presence in Central
Asia, challenging the influence of Western powers in the region.

a1 3R a

HMUR gig: I 3R 337 320 & ofld SUR §¢ W11 2021 H, IR TTHT 140 3R STeR b Ugd

T

Ws{fﬁ?ﬂ%ﬂqz £33, faY U I = 3R HollfhwdH, ol G § g § 3R I Ub THd
3T |

U THTE: S35 & T1Y WIRIER] B, T Heg TR & U1 Y-Iifde THTd S¢T 36T 8

Recent Updates

In 2023, China and EEU signed a new Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to enhance
cooperation in areas like digital trade, finance, and green technologies.

Digital Silk Road: China is working with EEU members to create a Digital Silk Road that aims to
enhance digital connectivity across Eurasia through advanced communication networks.
Sanctions and Economic Resilience: Amid increasing Western sanctions on Russia, EEU's trade
partnership with China offers an alternative economic support structure.

gIferar 3ruse

2023 #, 17 3R 33 7 f$foied R, g, ofR gika Urefifasal S &s o SganT &1 dgrat &1 & g
Teb 101 HHSIT TG (MoU) TR B&II&R feba|
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Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)

e The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) is a political and economic union of several Eurasian
countries aimed at fostering economic integration and cooperation.

e Established in 2015, it comprises Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Russia as its
members.

e This union promotes free movement of goods, services, capital, and labor among member states.

o  RTE TfE T (EAEV) TS o R e T9 8 Sl s RS SN &1 9 &, o
3 3MH THIHRUN 3R YgalT &I §e1a1 S 7 |

o IUD!I RIUAT 2015 & g5 AT 3R 3P I < ¢ SMTHAT, Iaed, SHorrawar, fefifan, sik
4|

o« T8 Y U S SN & oI axgaf, Jarefi, Yoit 3R 99 & Gad UdTg &I deral odl g |

2. Historical Background / BfagTiie ggyfi

e The origins of the EAEU can be traced back to 1994, when Kazakhstan’s then-President Nursultan
Nazarbayev proposed creating a "Eurasian Union" to promote economic and political cooperation.

o Over the years, various treaties and agreements eventually led to the formation of the EAEU,
including the Treaty on the Eurasian Economic Union signed in 2014 in Astana, Kazakhstan.

EAEU BT IfRT 1994 ¥ A Sl &, d Hullied™ & dablai IPUd TRgedr ToRamdd = e 3R
TSI WE T bl SIgTal 3 3 fofy Uep "QRIRG g S o1 URdlTd 31 T s | a1 fafirs) gt afR
UG & SIS 2014 H BB P AT H EAEU B RITIAT 8 T TR gxa1er faryg mu

3. Structure and Institutions / TXTT 3R TR
The EAEU operates through several key institutions, including:

e Supreme Eurasian Economic Council: Highest decision-making body.
e Eurasian Economic Commission: Permanent regulatory body.
e Court of the EAEU: Handles disputes related to the Union's operations.

EAEU %3 HedU! ST & ATeqH ¥ B el g, o 2nfia §:

gitw R anffe ufvue: gate fofa o arelt dwi|
o R e ST Rirh fams e |
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4. Economic Impact and Trade / 3ffe yuTa iR R

The EAEU allows for an integrated market of 180 million people and a GDP of over $5 trillion (in
purchasing power parity terms). This economic bloc enhances trade relations not only among member
states but also with countries such as China and India through agreements like China-EAEU Free Trade
Zone.

EAEU TTHIT 18 HRIS WNI &1 Udhighd aToIR 31R 5 feferas ster & st (fididh =rdf #) GDp We™ xar 3|
T8 3 Y 9 Had Yo S & o1 AMUR Taiell o FTdT § dfesh T SR HIRT S 0 & 1y off
TR THIC! & A1 § TR ST UIed BT 8, oY [ I1-EAEU Yo STUR & |

5. Recent Updates / ETI%R?IT 3dd

In recent years, the EAEU has been working towards deepening economic cooperation and is considering
expanding partnerships with ASEAN, Iran, and other Middle Eastern countries. Additionally, digital
economy initiatives and a common energy market are high on the EAEU’s agenda for enhancing
connectivity and efficiency within the bloc.

BT & aul &, EAEU A 3Tcs TganT 1 3R 7831 B3 i fa=n & 14 foban 8 iR SnRra, 14, 3R 3/
Teg gdf =0 & I WIEieR] 96 W faaR $R @1 8| §9d 3iamd], feforea srfarawn uga Sik te am=
Sl ITOIR, 39 IHE & HIdR FAfacact 3R q&fdl M & Uols H 3« WUHdHd R |

Caucasus Countries: Overview

The Caucasus region lies at the intersection of Eastern Europe and Western Asia, bordered by the Black
Sea to the west and the Caspian Sea to the east. This region is known for its diverse geography, including
mountains, plains, and a rich mix of ethnic and cultural identities. The three main countries in the Caucasus
are Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Georgia. This region, especially the Caucasus Mountains, marks a natural
boundary between Europe and Asia.

HTHIIY ST

HTHN & ot 1Y 3R i ulkrn & W | fR¥yd 8, St ufdm & S1ar InR ok yd § $fug" R 9
foRT g3 81 T8 & 3ut fafay s iferes e, S ueTs, HeM, SR fafiid Sty 7 Ik fas ugam & fou
TR B PTH & - JF S 8 THIET, SeRawi, 3R Sifefar| fafy w0 & $T1h2 udd g7 3R
R & &9 wipfae W & w0 § S B |

1. Armenia / TR

e Capital: Yerevan
e Geographical Features: Armenia is a landlocked country situated to the south of the Caucasus
Mountains. Known for its mountainous terrain, it has peaks such as Mount Aragats.
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o Political Landscape: Armenia has a parliamentary system, with a significant Christian population,
and maintains close relations with Russia. However, it has conflicts with Azerbaijan over Nagorno-

Karabakh.
ST
. wur—ﬂ WA
o WM faRtaamy: ST Ue Y-3Maf¥d <=1 § S HIdh= Udd! & aferor # fUd g1 S0 Ugial &
# 9IS SRATY S Aifeat 2t g

o roifae uReRa: srifar § J9dg yurd &, 98l THE FU 9 5918 Sf1e1d 8 SR I8 T & A1y
Uy Yoy ITdT § | BTAITP, SHBT SR P T AR -BRTARE B! Ah TN ORI B

2. Azerbaijan / SO aSIT

e Capital: Baku

e Geographical Features: Azerbaijan has coastlines along the Caspian Sea and shares a
mountainous region, particularly in the Greater Caucasus Range. The country is rich in natural
resources, particularly oil and gas.

o Political Landscape: Azerbaijan is a secular republic and has a strong economy driven by oll
exports. It has been involved in longstanding conflict with Armenia over Nagorno-Karabakh, a
contested region within Azerbaijan but with an ethnic Armenian majority.
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3. Georgia / Siforan

e Capital: Tbilisi

e Geographical Features: Georgia has a diverse terrain, including mountainous areas like the
Caucasus Mountains and coastal areas along the Black Sea.

o Political Landscape: Georgia is a republic with a pro-European Union and NATO orientation.
However, it faces territorial issues with Russia over the breakaway regions of Abkhazia and South
Ossetia.
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Important Facts and Recent Updates / neaqpfaw 3R ETI%'I'CIT Sfeld-d

e Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: This conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan reignited in 2020,
leading to a ceasefire brokered by Russia. However, tensions persist.

e Geopolitical Importance: The Caucasus region is geopolitically significant due to its location at the
crossroads of Europe, Asia, and the Middle East and its abundance of oil and gas.

o Ethnic Diversity: The Caucasus is home to numerous ethnic groups, making it one of the most
linguistically diverse regions in the world.
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From spolcesman to leader

[PCS

Naim Qassem

Following the assassination of Hassan Nasrallah, Hezbollah gets a new chief after a gap of 32 years

Suchitra Karthikeyan

66 e will not
Wbeg for a
ceasefire,”

declared Hezbollah’s new
chief Naim Qassem on
Wednesday, while hinting
for a truce with Israel but
only under terms accepta-
ble for the Lebanese mili-
tant group. Qassem, who
was elevated from deputy
to Hezbollah’s secretary
general on October 29, suc-
ceeds Hassan Nasrallah
who was assassinated by Is-
rael on September 27.

Under his leadership,
Hezbollah, for the first
time, has backed ceasefire
plans with Israel mooted
by Lebanese Parliament
Speaker Nabih Berri, with-
out having truce with Ha-
mas as pre-condition.

Born in south Lebanon’s
Kfar Kila village in 1953,
Naim Qassem completed
his Master’s in Chemistry
from Lebanese University
in 1977. He worked as a
chemistry teacher before
joining the Amal move-
ment — a militia-affiliated
political party that gained
prominence during 1978-
79 when Israel invaded Le-
banon and Islamic revolu-
tion swept through Iran.
With the backing of Iran’s

Revolutionary Guards,
Qassem left the Amal
movement to establish

Hezbollah in 1982.
Studying theology un-

der Shia cleric and Hezbol-

lah’s spiritual leader Grand

Ayatollah Muhammad Hus-
sein Fadl-Allah, Qassem
was involved with the
group’s overseeing of Is-
lamic schools. He also
taught religious classes in
Beirut for a long time be-
fore switching to full-time
politics.

Missing the throne
Known as the militant
group’s leading spokesper-
son, Qassem was appoint-
ed Hezbollah’'s deputy
chief in 1991 by then-chief
Abbas Al-Musawi. Follow-
ing Al-Musawi’s assassina-
tion by Israel in 1992, Qas-
sem was in line to take up
the mantle. However, Hez-
bollah’s apex decision-
making authority, the Shu-
ra Council, chose Al-Musa-
wi’s prodigy Hasan
Nasrallah instead, as its
chief.

As Hezbollah’s link with
the Lebanese parliament,
Qassem was the first leader
of the militant group to pu-
blically comment after
Nasrallah’s killing. Qassem
asserted that Hezbollah’s
capabilities were intact
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in Naim Qassem, its most visible figure in the media

ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH R. KUMAR

and it would stand in soli-
darity with Palestinians.

“The war between Hez-
bollah and Israel was a war
about who cries first, and
Hezbollah would not cry
first,” Qassem said in a tele-
vised address on October
8.

Qassem’s role in Hezbol-
lah has ranged from over-
seeing its educational net-
work, coordinating its
election campaigns to its
role in parliament, where
it holds 83 seats along with
its allies. Often seen in pu-
blic press conferences and
interviews with foreign
media, Qassem published
a book named Hizbullah,
the Story from Within in
2005, granting an ‘insid-
er’s look’ into the working
of the group.

Sporting a white turban,
unlike his predecessors
who chose black to denote
their status as descendants
of the Prophet Mu-
hammed, Qassem signifies
continuity in the group’s
leadership. His election
has put an end to Hezbol-
lah’s search for a new lead-
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er as most of its top leader-
ship have fallen prey to
Israeli strikes. The destruc-
tion of a majority of the
group’s weapons cache has
greatly diminished its sta-
ture in south Lebanon.

Ceasefire in the works
Termed as a ‘limited’ oper-
ation by Tel Aviv along the
Israel-Lebanon border, its
troops have been engaged
in a fierce battle with Hez-
bollah since September 30.
While Israel has claimed
that its operations are
aimed at destroying Hez-
bollah’s infrastructure, the
militant group claims that
its intervention has pre-
vented Israel from occupy-
ing villages in southern
Lebanon.

The United Nations Inte-
rim Force in Lebanon (UN-
IFIL), which has patrolled
the area since 1978, has
been caught in the cross-
fire between Hezbollah
and Israel, often suffering
property damages and in-
juries to peacekeepers.

While UNIFIL has ac-
cused Israeli troops of “de-
liberate breach and target-
ting peacekeepers’, Israel
claims UNIFIL was being
used as a ‘human shield’ by
Hezbollah. Currently, Is-
rael and Lebanon are
working on the draft of a
60-day truce to allow Hez-
bollah’s withdrawal from
south of the Litani river
and withdrawal of Israeli
forces from Lebanon in the
first week.
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From spokesman to leader
YT I Adl db

e "We will not beg for a ceasefire,” declared Hezbollah’s new chief Naim Qassem on
Wednesday, while hinting for a truce with Israel but only under terms acceptable for the
Lebanese militant group.
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e Qassem, who was elevated from deputy to Hezbollah's secretary general on October
29, succeeds Hassan Nasrallah who was assassinated by Israel on September 27.

o IR, 55 29 IR B gWaleaTs & HETHIIG & FU § Ugidd a1 711, d ga+
THRATE & SRIYBRI 8, 57 27 Rider &) SRS gRT AR f&am mar o)

e Under his leadership, Hezbollah, for the first time, has backed ceasefire plans with
Israel mooted by Lebanese Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri, without having a truce
with Hamas as a pre-condition.

o 3P Add H FHEICATE A UgEl IR QST & "G feaed Afag I gR1 yxarfad
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e Bornin south Lebanon’s Kfar Kila village in 1953, Naim Qassem completed his
Master’s in Chemistry from Lebanese University in 1977.

o 1953 ¥ G301 Ae= & SR et Wia § S A9 SR A 1977 H Qe
fayfaemea O wm= fagm= o arex S ura 1)

e He worked as a chemistry teacher before joining the Amal movement — a militia-
affiliated political party that gained prominence during 1978-79 when Israel invaded
Lebanon and Islamic revolution swept through Iran.

o I TR g Rierd & ©u O 1 o, 399 Ugd (& 3514 oMd Siighad 3 I8
U — o fAferRrar-dae rerifas urel o/ 1978-79 & GRM URifE Ui 1 oe
TURTSH - |G WR 3TehHU b 3R S H ST wifd Hait |

e With the backing of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, Qassem left the Amal movement to
establish Hezbollah in 1982.

. IH P HifdeRI TSI & THYT & WY, SR 7 30 igia oIS faar 3R 1982 #
FTaIceg ! RITU &1

e Studying theology under Shia cleric and Hezbollah’s spiritual leader Grand Ayatollah
Muhammad Hussein Fadl-Allah, Qassem was involved with the group’s overseeing of
Islamic schools.

« R g iR Ivaiears & s AT s Smagedre HigWie ga Wed-3eTg
& eI YRR BT 3T B §U, BIRTH T P SEATH! Thell ! g H i |
e He also taught religious classes in Beirut for a long time before switching to full-time
politics.
. ?ﬁéﬁﬁﬁéﬂﬂﬁwmm&mm%ﬁ T Ugd o IgiH quiehTierds Iret-ifa
DH XU

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Missing the throne

Rigra= &1 e

Known as the militant group’s leading spokesperson, Qassem was appointed

Hezbollah’s deputy chief in 1991 by then-chief Abbas Al-Musawi.

el o ¥ U § URIs, BIRE DI 1991 F goaledrs & SU T & 0 § 39 900 &

UHE eI 3fel-Jardt gR1 Agad fovan

Following Al-Musawi’s assassination by Israel in 1992, Qassem was in line to take up

the mantle.

%992ﬁmam-awﬂ’raﬂmsﬁmm$am B A SHTeH oI dfgq o
I

However, Hezbollah's apex decision-making authority, the Shura Council, chose Al-

Musawi’s prodigy Hasan Nasrallah instead, as its chief.

STciiieh, RviaeaTe @) wares fofa-frafor wiresor, IRT BRI, 7 37 ”H R

ST HA-GATd & Ry g9 A9Redg & U™ & U § 1|

As Hezbollah's link with the Lebanese parliament, Qassem was the first leader of the

militant group to publicly comment after Nasrallah's killing.

AT G & AIY gwaIedTe BT G g & F1d, HIRH 39 UG I & Ugal Adl
Y g1 THRTTE B §AT & dIa Ardwiep fewol &t

Qassem asserted that Hezbollah's capabilities were intact and it would stand in
solidarity with Palestinians.

BRI = Hg1 o goaiceTs B &uae SRHIR A 3R T8 feferdifral & a1y uwgedn
ERCEIREIT

“The war between Hezbollah and Israel was a war about who cries first, and Hezbollah
would not cry first,” Qassem said in a televised address on October 8.

BRI 7 8 IR P! U Calfaor Hared & Fgl, "goaledns 3R JuRISd & aid &1 G
P U5 T ¢ b SR A 4, 3R Svialees Ugd e A

Qassem's Role in Hezbollah

fevigeaTe o H1RW & Yfirer
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Qassem'’s role in Hezbollah has ranged from overseeing its educational network,
coordinating its election campaigns to its role in parliament, where it holds 83 seats
anng with its aII|es

fesigcae § HIRM & YfAhT 39! e Fead Ht ¢/, TG AT &1 9H-ag 3R
GG § 39D! YD1 P el 5, el I8 S0 gl & A 83 WIe 3&@dl 5

Often seen in public press conferences and interviews with foreign media, Qassem
published a book named Hizbullah, the Story from Within in 2005, granting an
‘insider’s look’ into the working of the group.

BRI, S SR FIdol -1 U B10hy MR fIG=R Hfear & Ay FeTpRI H ¢ 1d ©, 3
2005 ¥ fewigears, g iR Wi fafed e gXi® USIRId B, S THg & HHGS B
"SI D TaH B! 3

Sporting a white turban, unlike his predecessors who chose black to denote their status
as descendants of the Prophet Muhammad, Qassem signifies continuity in the group’s
leadership.
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e His election has put an end to Hezbollah's search for a new leader as most of its top
Ieadershlp have fallen prey to Israeli strikes.

3% 14 - TAGearg & ¢ dl Bl TR DI UG B fen 8, Fifh 59 MY Aqd &
SIS YT FoRTS el g 1 FRIBR 1 b S|

e The destruction of a majority of the group’s weapons cache has greatly diminished its
stature in south Lebanon.
T & BIUAR USSR &1 ABIRT g1 7Y 1 O ¥ SHDT GI&HUT AG H Goll B! b
T

e Ceasefire in the Works
HadfarT $1 ufsear o

e Termed as a 'limited’ operation by Tel Aviv along the Israel-Lebanon border, its troops
have been engaged in a fierce battle with Hezbollah since September 30.

a9 3rdid gRT 3 FoRTgd-Aa=T W1 R A 3 & wu # gftfd fear mr g, $ik
P A 30 FdeR I fRolg@e & AU UGS H A gL g

o While Israel has claimed that its operations are aimed at destroying Hezbollah's
infrastructure, the militant group claims that its intervention has prevented Israel from
occupying villages in southern Lebanon.

SORTSd HI grdT § P 39 g fevigede & g R &l Ay R & eI A g,
STafeh IUATE! THE HT Hel ¢ [ IUD e 3 ToR1Sd B ol A= & el wR
ol HR J ABT 2|

e The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), which has patrolled the area
since 1978, has been caught in the crossfire between Hezbollah and Israel, often
suffering property damages and injuries to peacekeepers.

| g TP SIARH I (UNIFIL), ST 1978 T $9 &3 H 713 33 361 5, fgoigeaie
3R SoRIZA & o MellaRt § B 717 8, O SiedR Yufty &1 J9H il § 3R wifd
&[T Bl AN AT B
e While UNIFIL has accused Israeli troops of ‘deliberate breach and targeting
peacekeepers’, Israel cIalms UNIFIL was bemg used as a 'human shield’ by Hezbollah.

UNIFIL 5 SORTSE e IR SRR Iecra 3R i &b ! aferd B &1 3R
T &, Sdich SORTSA BT B ¢ 1o [ewgeas gRT UNIFIL BT KA HMHd SIa’ & ¥
# fobar S TET Tl

e Currently, Israel and Lebanon are working on the draft of a 60-day truce to allow
Hezbollah's withdrawal from south of the Litani river and withdrawal of Israeli forces
from Lebanon in the first week.

JAH H, SRS 3R AT U 60-f&1 & TaufaRT & AHIc R HH HIIQ § difd
fevigeare ferarit At & S0 ¥ 3R SoRE 96 de-H ¥ Ugd Hwie § 8¢ I |
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Clinging to power

Georgian Dream

The pro-Moscow party in the Caucasus country has been accused of voter fraud in last month’s
elections that were seen as a contest between Russia and the West

GS Paper Il:
International Relations

|2

ithin the span
w of two weeks,
Georgia and

Moldova, two former So-
viet Union states, went to
the polls in what has been
billed as a contest between
Russia and the West. With
Moldova scheduled to hold
a run-off on November 3,
the results of the Georgian
elections spawned prot-
ests, claims of Russian in-
terference and allegations
of voter fraud, and have
been contested.

When citizens of the
Caucasus country cast
their ballots on October 26,
pollsters had predicted the
fall of the ruling Georgian
Dream (GD) party. Defying
expectations, the coun-
try’s electoral authority
proclaimed victory for the
pro-Moscow party, citing
its 54% vote share.

Despite street protests,
and the U.S., EU and NATO
coming together to con-
demn the outcome, the
electoral body refused to
budge. Neither was it fazed
by statements from the
country’s pro-Europe Pre-
sident Salome Zurabishvili
who declared the results il-
legitimate and levelled
claims of a ‘Russian special
operation’. The poll agen-
cy said that a partial re-
count at 12% of polling sta-
tions involving 14% of the
votes showed no signifi-
cant deviation. “Final tal-
lies only slightly changed at

some 9% of recounted poll-
ing stations,” it said.

Opposition parties have
cited Edison Research and
HarrisX, two U.S.-based
poll firms, whose projec-
tions had put the Georgian
Dream’s vote share below
45%. HarrisX called the fi-
nal results ‘statistically im-
possible’ while Edison’s
flagged manipulation of
the vote.

Cementing the opposi-
tion’s case further was the
arrest of two persons by
the Interior Ministry for
ballot stuffing, and 47 cri-
minal cases of electoral
violations.

From the outset, these
may seem like sufficient
grounds to suspect foul

play by the Georgian
Dream. However, western
officials have stopped

short of declaring the elec-
tion stolen or calling for a
boycott of the results. Rus-
sia, meanwhile, has asked
to respect the will of the
Georgian people.

Whether Russia med-
dled in the elections will
only be revealed over time.
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Nevertheless, having
gained independence in
1991 and fought a five-day
war in 2008 that saw the
ceding of 20% of its territo-
ry, both Georgia’s history
and geography have been
intertwined with those of
its larger neighbour. With
Ukraine and its develop-
ments since 2014 proving
to be a textbook, the Geor-
gian Dream perhaps real-
ised that the country’s fu-
ture too was tied to Russia
and began aligning its poli-
cies so as to not upset the
Eurasian giant.
Established in 2012 by
businessman Bidzina Ivan-
ishvili, the  Georgian
Dream won the elections
of that year by forming a
coalition with an eclectic
group of pro-Western liber-
al and anti-NATO national-
ist parties. It has retained
power ever since and even
did so in 2020 without sup-
port from other parties.
Before the elections,
opinion polls had shown
that in the country of 3.7
billion people, citizens, es-
pecially the urban youth,

nursed ambitions of join-
ing the EU. But for those in
rural areas and haunted by
the horrors of war, peace is
the aspirational quotient.

Capitalising on these
fears, the Georgian Dream
tailored an election cam-
paign, putting up bill-
boards that contrasted the
horrors of the Ukraine war
against the stability offered
by the ruling government.
Conspiracy theories about
a ’Global War Party’ also
began doing the rounds.

After the publication of
results, a report by Edison
Research said that “the de-
viation from expected re-
sults was most pro-
nounced at specific polling
locations in rural areas”
while a Reuters report stat-
ed that the Georgian
Dream drew 90% votes in
rural areas.

Starting with its refusal
to impose sanctions on
Russia, the Georgian
Dream has carefully pulled
the country away from the
EU to Russia’s orbit. Two
recent legislations — a fo-
reign influence law mo-
delled after a Russian Bill
and an anti-LGBTQI+ law —
dammed Georgia’s path to
the EU, which put its candi-

dacy on hold citing the par-
ty’s authoritarian
tendencies.

The Georgian Dream, in
its desperate bid to steer
clear of war, is at logger-
heads with sections of the
country’s society yearning
for a pro-Western future.
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Clinging to Power

<1 9 frues g1

e Georgian Dream party, a pro-Moscow party in the Caucasus country, has been
accused of voter fraud in last month's elections, viewed as a contest between Russia and

the West. SIS S U, St vy =1 Hf T W-H1kep! UIef 8, R U at 7 §¢ g9
TderdT SRt BT SARIY T 747 §, o 9 3R uf¥y & o9 gebraan & 0 § o
Tl

e Within a span of two weeks, Georgia and Moldova went to polls, billed as a contest

between Russia and the West. &I T8 & Hiar, Siforar @Tﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬂ:ﬂa’@ IEEESS
3R Ui & o9 gavraa & ©0 H Ud fovar |

e With Moldova set to hold a run-off on November 3, the results of the Georgian elections
have led to protests, claims of Russian interference, and voter fraud allegations. 3 TdaX
DI Hiegal H -3 g1a & 1Y, SATordTs gA1d b giRomdr = faxry, T g%y $iR
Adardl URaTYS! & 3MRIYT &l o+ faaT|

e On October 26, citizens of Georgia cast their ballots, with pollsters predicting the fall of
the ruling Georgian Dream party. 26 Wﬁaﬁm%wﬁﬁﬁwm forad
Fdeuramdial 7 TxReg Siforgd g 1F Urel o MR1ae &1 Hiawraron &1 |

e The country's electoral authority proclaimed victory for the pro-Moscow party, citing a
54% vote share. &1 & YT UTIRIGBRUT = W-HDI UICT BT Siid o1 w0 &1, Foras 54%
dlc QTR T gaTa f&a a1

o Despite street protests and condemnation from the U.S., EU, and NATO, the electoral
body refused to change the outcome. HS®H iy 3R guy, ‘5“11 3R A1el Bt et
S1a9G, I MR - GRUMH J&a ¥ APR Hx el

e President Salome Zurabishvili, who is pro-Europe, declared the results illegitimate and
cited a 'Russian special operation.’ u‘r-q:au mﬁﬁwmmﬁwﬁaﬁﬁuﬁrﬂm
I 3y PR 1341 SIR = fIRY St &1 garen fear

e The electoral agency conducted a partial recount at 12% of polling stations, involving
14% of votes, showing minimal deviation. ﬂqﬁ@'ﬁe{ 12% HAGH dhgl IR 14% drel &1
31 GO 1, Forw =geas faaer 3w |

e Opposition parties cited U.S.-based poll firms Edison Research and HarrisX, whose
projections put Georgian Dream’s vote share below 45%. ﬁq&ﬁwﬁq‘rﬁqw-aﬂm
Ot T ufeae Rerd oiR sReue o1 garen fear, et ufawma o st g & dre
QIR DT 45% A HH STl i

e HarrisX termed the final results as ‘statistically impossible,” while Edison flagged vote
manipulation. 8RTTERT 7 3ifqw ofkomm & wiRelg U ¥ sRiva Fel, Jafe efeaa 3
dIc TRUR B 3R Hohd fopa|

e The opposition’s case was strengthened by the Interior Ministry’'s arrest of two persons
for ballot stuffing and 47 criminal cases of electoral violations. SMTaR® BT GRT HquA
WA & RIY & gl Afdadl & FREART 3R 47 STORIRew Al 3 fauer o1 Amar gogd
g3l
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Western officials stopped short of calling the election stolen or urging a boycott of the

results. T3 SIFAATRAT 7 TG D TRT IR & AT GRUTHT & SESHR BT SMEH B °
e fobaT|

Russia has requested to respect the will of the Georgian people. ¥ F Sitorarg a1
] D1 M HIA BT SR1Y foba|

Whether Russia meddled in the elections will only be known over time. Weﬁﬁﬁl}fﬁ
TXI&Y T A1 T5T, I% IHI & A1 g1 W I

Georgia, which gained independence in 1991 and fought a five-day war in 2008 resulting
in ceding 20% of its territory, has a history intertwined with Russia. 1991 H Tadzdr U
I 3R 2008 H U feaeita g & 20% &7 Wi I1a1 Hitoral, B1 g 9 Y Mo IS
RG]

Ukraine's developments since 2014 might have influenced Georgian Dream'’s alignment
towards Russia, seeing its future tied to the Eurasian giant. 2014 %WWI'I?[W
ﬁ%ﬁ%wﬁmwﬁ@wﬁ%ﬁw% TG Hiaw B R
fa=rel & 91y wisd gul

Formation of the Georgian Dream

Sifora 19 &7 6
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Established in 2012 by businessman Bidzina Ivanishvili, the Georgian Dream won the
elections of that year by forming a coalition with an eclectic group of pro-Western liberal
and anti-NATO nationalist parties.

2012 ¥ Saurdt fasfan gar=fdet g1 Rafid Sifetas 19 = 39 a8 g-1a Sitd, fored -
A% foreRd SR U&t-A1e) gardt urfédl & ue ffid aug & w1y Tosy fobar

It has retained power ever since and even did so in 2020 without support from other
parties.

%ﬁaﬁwﬁwg&n%eﬁwﬁw%zozoﬁﬁmmﬁq‘f%wﬁ%ﬁmﬁm
|

Before the elections, opinion polls had shown that in the country of 3.7 million people,
citizens, especially the urban youth, nursed ambitions of joining the EU.

TGl § Ugd, SHHA Waafon 9§ gar g o 3.7 frkm= i & <xr &, A, fay w0 ¥
<t garah, A $g 7 wfiet g9 B ety ureh g

But for those in rural areas and haunted by the horrors of war, peace is the aspirational
quotient.

<ifdh Treto & § X8 aTal & R oiR g & vl § difsa A & forg, iifd T

3B TefTaTe T[T B

Capitalising on these fears, the Georgian Dream tailored an election campaign, putting
up billboards that contrasted the horrors of the Ukraine war against the stability offered
by the ruling government.

S YT BT ATH ISTd T, SAfora=T S19 A T AT SifHa JaR faan, e faaae ame
T ST GebeT & D1 YATIGAl B TG IRDR GRI UG &1 T5 RURT o Raarn feard 31

Conspiracy theories about a ‘Global War Party’ also began doing the rounds.

TS IR Ul b IR H Fiforr & Rigia ¥ Tem |
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After the publication of results, a report by Edison Research said that “the deviation
from expected results was most pronounced at specific polling locations in rural areas”
while a Reuters report stated that the Georgian Dream drew 90% votes in rural areas.

GRUITHT & YHTRH & de, Te fead & teb Ruid & we1 a1 fos ~sruféra aRomai 3
foge faRy U 9 grfior e o fafRy Aae Wl R 969 it Wy o, S&ie Jged
DI OIS & Fg1 T s SATfora S| = AT & & 90% die U fahu |

Starting with its refusal to impose sanctions on Russia, the Georgian Dream has
carefully pulled the country away from the EU to Russia’s orbit.

T R YISy T I ADHR HRd gU, SAiTota- g1 - auHgdd o &) 59 4 ©F &
YU &7 BT 3R Gid ferd|

Two recent legislations — a foreign influence law modeled after a Russian Bill and an
anti-LGBTQIl+ law — dammed Georgia’s path to the EU, which put its candidacy on
hold citing the party’s authoritarian tendencies.

&l giferan fadae - Ue fa=l uura & S U &1 fagaes R ST § iR Th Uel-
LGBTQI+ BT - = FIforal & §9 $1 3R S & A1 1 a1fdd xR fean, 5= ardf ot
dTTRITS ! Ygfrdl 1 gaTell ¢d §U 39! SHIGART i b G|

The Georgian Dream, in its desperate bid to steer clear of war, is at loggerheads with
sections of the country’s society yearning for a pro-Western future.

ST S, g5 ¥ QR 381 & 397 RIS T H, 3% & JAS & 34 W & Iy
o R TET 7 o Ueh WI-a%e U™ b} arers IR @ B |

Study finds long-term dynamics of transplanted stem cells

IGS Paper IlI: S&T

The Hindu Bureau

For the first time, scientists
have tracked what hap-
pens to stem cells decades
after a transplant, lifting
the lid on the procedure
that has been a medical
mystery for over 50 years.
Insights could pave the
way for new strategies in
donor selection and tran-
splant success, potentially

Study Finds Long-Term Dynamics of Transplanted

leading to safer, more ef-
fective transplants. Re-
searchers were able to map
the behaviour of stem cells
in recipients’ bodies up to
three decades post-tran-
splant, providing the first-
ever glimpse into the long-
term dynamics of these
cells.

The study reveals that
transplants from older do-
nors, which are often less

Stem Cells
I H TARITUT TH BIRIBTIN B Srdp1ierad midst
&1 Udl IddT &

For the first time, scientists have tracked what happens to stem cells decades after a

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

successful, have ten times
fewer vital stem cells sur-
viving the transplant pro-
cess. Some of the surviving
cells also lose the ability to
produce the range of blood
cells essential for a robust
immune system. Despite
being performed for over
50 years, many fundamen-
tal questions about how
transplants work have re-
mained unanswered. Do-

nor age has been known to
impact success rates, but
what happens at the cellu-
lar level following a tran-
splant has been a ‘black
box’, until now. In this stu-
dy, researchers used ad-
vanced genome sequenc-
ing techniques to analyse
blood samples from ten
donor-recipient  sibling
pairs up to 31 years post-
transplant. By analysing

the mutations that occur
throughout life in the do-
nor and recipient’s stem
cells, they could track how
many stem cells had sur-
vived the transplant pro-
cess and continued to pro-
duce new blood cells in the
patient’s body — an ap-
proach previously impossi-
ble. The team discovered
that in transplants from
younger donors about

30,000 stem cells survive
long-term, compared to
only 1-3,000 in older do-
nors. This drop could lead
to reduced immunity and
higher relapse risk. They
also found that the tran-
splant process ages the
blood system in recipients
by about 10-15 years com-
pared to the matched do-
nors, primarily due to low-
er stem cell diversity.

transplant, lifting the lid on the procedure that has been a medical mystery for over 50
years.
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e Insights could pave the way for new strategies in donor selection and transplant
success, potentially leading to safer, more effective transplants.

SHHTRAT GTAT3M & TG 3R TRl Bt FHadl H 75 U] BT I @il Gabel! g,
S Furfad U § 31t JRIEM iR guTet giawie ot 3R o S|

e Researchers were able to map the behaviour of stem cells in recipients’ bodies up to
three decades post-transplant, providing the first-ever glimpse into the long-term
dynamics of these cells.

MydHdiell 7 WA HIRBTSN & TIGR BT ARG {61 8, S Siwlic & di- g1l a1g
U disll & IRR H, 37 DIRIBISH B Seepifers it H Ugell IR AP Uald Bl ol

o The study reveals that transplants from older donors, which are often less successful,
have ten times fewer vital stem cells surviving the transplant process.
3T T g gofT § b R+ grarsii I fu T eiawie, S 3/ H 9% d gid o, #
ciwie Ufohan H & T S HgaqUl Wl SIS Sifdd X8t 5 |

e Some of the surviving cells also lose the ability to produce the range of blood cells
essential for a robust immune system.

Sfad X8 arell $8 BRSBTS Uh UFAR&T WOTTelt o fod STa<as Yad PIRABIS B
fafaerd I B i & i @l il B

o Despite being performed for over 50 years, many fundamental questions about how
transplants work have remained unanswered.

50 quT ¥ 3 THY qF T I & STav[g, TIIWIIC Y HIH Hd 6, 39 IR B3 Alfcld
T 3R R &

e Donor age has been known to impact success rates, but what happens at the cellular
level following a transplant has been a ‘black box’, until now.
Tg 19 & b rarail 3 39 I adl o &l UHIId BRel 3, Al eiywiie & aie S
WR IR T A1 5, I8 319 0P TP ‘&P §iad’ 671 3

e In this study, researchers used advanced genome sequencing techniques to analyse
blood samples from ten donor-recipient sibling pairs up to 31 years post-transplant.

29 3T H, MY aratt 3 ST SIHHUT &1 7 adb-1d! BT IudnT far darfe 31 qut
gw@w%wwmm&r&ﬁuﬁm%@@%vaaaﬂ@wﬁ@wﬁmw
I
e By analysing the mutations that occur throughout life in the donor and recipient’s stem
cells, they could track how many stem cells had survived the transplant process and
continued to produce new blood cells in the patient's body — an approach previously
impossible.

31T 3R Ul B TH BB H Sita 4R g aTel IARad BT AT dRb, d ¢
B T [ b WH PIRMSTY Ciwiic Ulshar & sifdd 38 T8 & 3R 7el & IR T 78
TR PIRMBTY I DAl T61 8 - T LT VDIV St Uged SR Tl

e The team discovered that in transplants from younger donors about 30,000 stem cells
survive long-term, compared to only 1,000-3,000 in older donors.

&g 3 Wror for gar grareii ¥ fay U giawic & T 30,000 TH HIRIG d@Tan
F7 3 Shfad gt ©, e YR grarsii & sad 1,000-3,000 |
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e This drop could lead to reduced immunity and higher relapse risk.
Tg fRTae ufaren & ot ok 3= YARTgfT SIfQH &1 3R o o Javall 7

e They also found that the transplant process ages the blood system in recipients by
about 10-15 years compared to the matched donors, primarily due to lower stem cell
diversity.
3Igi- ug it ur fr eiawie ufshar uradarstt § e ToImett ! 10-15 TUT ab ggl a3
i 8, S fore fope w1 et &t go H, gend: R SiRieel o fafdyar § e &

BRI
English Hindi
Stem cells are undifferentiated cells that can R I RIS HIRMHTT § Sl
differentiate into specialized cell types. Ay FIeT yeRl § fanfea 8 gwd B

They have the potential to regenerate damaged T &faURd Sad! SR &Fﬁﬁwﬁfﬁﬁ?‘[
tissues and organs. B DI &HAT B

Stem cells are classified into two main types: }H PIRIBTH Dl & HYj UhRI o d*‘IT(rd
embryonic stem cells and adult stem cells. fopar T ©; T{W@ﬂaﬁw 3R TTH
WCH DIRDTY|

Embryonic stem cells are derived from embryos HUT@F DIRIBIY Hur J o ot § SR
and are pluripotent, meaning they can E@ﬁm@?ﬁ g, foraet o g fs 9 famit
differentiate into any cell type. 1t PR gpR & fanfed 8 It €1

Adult stem cells are found in various tissues and W@ﬂmﬁﬁ-ﬁm 3R 3

organs and are multipotent, meaning they can o UrE ST 8 @?W@?ﬂ% ERED]

differentiate into a limited number of cell types. 31 g fop 3 Tiftrd Tvem & ST Uy
fanfad g gt 81

Stem cell research has the potential to XH dd Y™ ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%’, qrfera I 3R
revolutionize medicine by providing treatments Jie &t s§°f D1 dic] Uied Bs Al &
for a wide range of diseases, including diabetes, 3UdR Ua ®Rcb gdl | hifd a1 &1 &l
Parkinson's disease, and spinal cord injuries. gl
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However, stem cell research is also controversial ~ gTdliib, Hul XH DIRIHTSH & SR o
due to ethical concerns, such as the use of Afde fidreff & SR <A I S
embryonic stem cells. fqareryg ot §1

India has emerged as a major player in stem cell HRd WH Id STHUH H T 79 faarst
research, with several research institutes and %Wﬁt{w% ﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂw 3R
hospitals conducting cutting-edge research in 3T 39 &F T ATYAAD ST B
this field. w R

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) YR ffear Wqﬁ'ﬁl_c{ ICMR) HRd
is the apex body for the formulation, 7 o fafean STAYT & ﬁTI'fUT qHdY
coordination, and promotion of biomedical 3R YadT & m T R %I

research in India.

ICMR has been actively involved in promoting ICMR HRd ¥ WA Id aaﬁwﬁméﬁ
stem cell research in India. 7 fha =0 9§ M @RI
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WHO'’s database on polio cases
hides more than it reveals

Besides wild poliovirus cases, the WHO registry has data of only the circulating VDPV cases and not the cases that belong

to the other two VDPV categories — iVDPV and aVDPV

|GS Paper I1l: S&T |

R. Prasad

n June 17, 2022,

WHO pu-

blished a re-

port of a VDPV
type-1 case that was detect-
ed from an environmental
sewage sample in Kolkata
on April 25, 2022. The re-
port said that genetic se-
quencing “established that
it was not related to any of
the previously identified
VDPV1 viruses and was
likely to be iVDPV (excret-
ed from an immune-defi-
cient individual)”. But
nearly three months after
the results of the Megha-
laya polio case were shared
with the WHO on August
12, and more than one-a-
half-months after the fol-
low-up results confirmed
that the immunological
profile of the child was nor-
mal and that there was no
evidence that the virus was
circulating in the commun-
ity, WHO is yet to publish
the details.

If the failure or delay by
WHO in publishing the
case details is puzzling, it
has now come to light that
besides not reporting vac-
cine-associated paralytic
polio (VAPP) cases,
the WHO registry does not
report all categories of vac-
cine-derived poliovirus
(VDPV) cases either. WHO
classifies VDPV cases into:
1) circulating vaccine-de-
rived polioviruses
(cVDPVs), 2) immune-defi-
ciency associated VDPV
(iVDPV), and 3) ambiguous
vaccine-derived poliovirus-
es (aVDPVs). However, be-
sides wild poliovirus cases,
the WHO registry has data
on only the circulating
VDPV cases and not the
cases that belong to the
other two  categories
— iVDPV and aVDPV. In
fact, the registry does not
even list the other two

Why is WHO not fully transparent?

The WHO registry on polio — wild poliovirus and vaccine-derived poliovirus — is at best sketchy

Problematic: As long as OPV is used, vaccine-associated and
wvaccine-derived poliovirus cases will be reported.
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The WHO registry has data of wild poliovirus and circulating
vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases alone. It does not

have data of iVDPV and aVDPV

Even the case of the circulating VDPV cases, the WHO registry
does not classify the cases into type-1, type-2 and type-3

VDPV categories, namely
the iVDPV and ambiguous
VDPV. Even in the case of
the circulating VDPV cas-
es, the WHO registry does
not classify the cases based
on poliovirus serotypes —
type-1, type-2, or type-3.
Like the WHO registry,
the registry maintained by
the Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative (GPEI),
which is a public-private
partnership led by national
governments with  six
partners, including the
WHO, also has data on only
the circulating VDPVs and
not the other two VDPV ca-

tegories — immune-defi-
ciency associated
VDPV and ambiguous
VDPV.

In the case of the wild
poliovirus, the GPEI regis-
try has data on confirmed
human cases and environ-
mental samples. In the
case of the circulating
VDPV cases too, in addi-
tion to circulating VDPV
cases, the GPEI registry
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has data of environmental
samples and other human
sources that include con-
tacts, and healthy and
community samples. Also,
the GPEI database classi-
fies the circulating VDPV
cases as type-1, type-2, and
type-3. However, while the
WHO registry provides da-
ta on circulating VDPV cas-
es globally and in indivi-
dual countries starting
from 2000, the GPEI data-
base has data on circulat-
ing VDPV cases and envi-
ronmental samples of
individual countries only
for the last four
years — 2021 to 2024. In the
case of the wild poliovirus
cases, the GEPI database
has data only for the last
seven years — 2018 to 2024.

Registry of cases

As per a 2017 paper pu-
blished in the journal Vac-
cine, the GPEI maintains a
registry of iVDPV cases.
However, the data of
iVDPV cases in the GPEI re-

The GPEI database too

has data of only wild
poliovirus and circulating
VDPV cases in individuals
and environmental samples

The GPE| database

classifies the circulating
VDPV cases as type-1,
type-2 and type-3

The GPE| database has
data of circulating VDPV
cases and environmental
samples for only 2021
to 2024

GPEI maintains a registry
of iVDPV cases but does
not make the data
publicly available

GPEIl periodically

publishes a list of iVDPV
cases. The last time GPEI
published the data was in
July 2020

gistry is not made publicly
available. Instead, the
GPEI periodically publish-
es a list of iVDPV cases in
the World Epidemiological
Record (WER) and the U.S.
CDC’s Morbidity and Mor-

tality Weekly Re-
port (MMWR). The Ilast
time GPEI shared the

data of iVDPV cases was in
July 2020 when 16 new
iVDPV cases were reported
from five countries — Ar-
gentina, Egypt, Iran, Phi-
lippines, and Tunisia — bet-
ween July 2018 and
December 2019.

If GPEI has the data of
all iVDPV cases, the WHO
too should have the same
data as all the WHO-accre-
dited polio laboratories,
which confirm both wild
poliovirus and VDPV cases
and classify the VDPV cas-
es into one of the three ca-
tegories, report the results
directly to the WHO. This
raises important questions
about WHO’s intent and its
unwillingness to be tran-

@PATRIOTICIAS

sparent by sharing the data
of immune-deficiency as-
sociated VDPV ((VDPV),
and ambiguous VDPV cas-
es on a real-time basis.

Risks involved

Unlike in the case of the in-
activated polio vaccine
(IPV), the oral polio vac-
cine (OPV) can sometimes
cause polio. Instead of pro-
tecting the vaccinated chil-
dren, OPV can sometimes
cause polio —vaccine-asso-
ciated paralytic poliomyeli-
tis (VAPP) — in children
who are vaccinated. This
occurs when the live, wea-
kened poliovirus used in
OPV turns virulent within
the body of the recently
vaccinated child and caus-
es polio. The live, wea-
kened poliovirus used in
OPV can also sometimes
turn neurovirulent and
cause polio in children
who are not fully protect-
ed, and in children who
are not immunocompe-
tent. In the case of iVDPV,
poliovirus can continue to
replicate in an immunodef-
icient child and the iVDPV
strain can be excreted for
several months to years.
In one case, an immuno-
deficient child was found
excreting type-2 VDPV for
28 years.

“The risks posed by
iVDPV strains and the pre-
valence of such cases glo-
bally are unknown so their
relevance in the context of
the GPEI endgame is not
easy to assess,” says the
2015 PLOS Pathogens pap-
er.

WHO is well aware that
iVDPV cases serve as po-
tential reservoirs for neu-
rovirulent VDPV strains
and can pose a significant
threat to the eradication
campaign. This precisely is
the reason why the WHO
does not share the data on
iVDPV cases.
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WHO's Database on Polio Cases

qifera) AT U WHO &1 SeTdd

Besides wild poliovirus cases, the WHO registry has data of only the
circulating VDPV cases and not the cases that belong to the other two
VDPV categories — iVDPV and aVDPV.

SHTeN TiferdY araRe & "IHdl & 3(ral, WHO o] § sad g afet
VDPV HIHd! &1 Sel & 3R 3= gt VDPV SR — iVDPV 3R avDPV —
| Hdfera wreel &1 3T 81 7
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On June 17, 2022, WHO published a report of a VDPV type-1 case that was detected
from an environmental sewage sample in Kolkata on April 25, 2022.

17 S 2022 T WHO = BIapTal & 25 30d 2022 &1 T Jafarviig Has 787 § UTe 1Y
VDPV U&HR-1 AHA & RAIC THIRI &1l

The report said that genetic sequencing “established that it was not related to any of the
previously identified VDPV1 viruses and was likely to be iVDPV (excreted from an
immune-deficient individual)”.

fRate & g1 T fF Safies SrehavT “ag AT w1 § % I8 ugd uga™ T fsad oft
VDPV1 aRRY ¥ Heifdd 78T o7 3R HHad: iVDPV UT (S T URREfT- S id safad gR1
Ifd Biel ) 1”

But nearly three months after the results of the Meghalaya polio case were shared with
the WHO on August 12, and more than one-and-a-half months after the follow-up
results confirmed that the immunological profile of the child was normal and that there
was no evidence that the virus was circulating in the community, WHO is yet to publish
the details.

b 12 SRR DI WHO & H1Y HTerg Ulferdl HIH o URUMH IS R b TRIHIT o
TR 91, 3R Uep-3¢ T  3Ric T o1 WIS Tel-31d GROTH 3 gfY b 5= it
UfeReT Nwrsa I o SR 8 9 Tar & araRy & had &1 di YHT0 6] 4T, WHO
3t Ta faarur yepTiRid =151 o 51

If the failure or delay by WHO in publishing the case details is puzzling, it has now come
to light that besides not reporting vaccine-associated paralytic polio (VAPP) cases, the
WHO registry does not report all categories of vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV) cases
either.

e WHO gRT ATHA & fIaR0T 1 Ueh1iRId &3 § Sl a1 &3t 3y g, o) I8 3§

A 3T g T Aep1-Tefia trrferfes Niferay (vApp) AT« &1 RUid 781 &3 & 3T,

gHOWHﬁW%W-WmW(VDPV)Hma‘rﬁlﬁﬁq‘rc‘Hﬁaﬂ‘cﬁ
|
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e  WHO classifies VDPV cases into: 1) circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPVs),
2) immune-deficiency associated VDPV (iVDPV), and 3) ambiguous vaccine-derived
polioviruses (aVDPVs).

WHO VDPV AIHa! &1 < Af0ral & avffpd Sl &: 1) Eop1-ogae viferay araRy
(VDPVs), 2) ufave-fagifa & |&fta vDPV (iVDPV), 3R 3) 3y EieT-afaad uiferdt
qRIRH (aVDPVs) |

e However, besides wild poliovirus cases, the WHO registry has data on only the
circulating VDPV cases and not the cases that belong to the other two categories —
iVDPV and aVDPV.

BT, STl Tiferdl IRy & Al & Samal, WHO IR & had A afedT VDPV Ha!
BT 9T & 3R 3 &1 AR — iVDPV 3R aVDPV — & Hsfeid H1Hdl &1 Sel 6l 5

e In fact, the registry does not even list the other two VDPV categories, namely the iVDPV
and ambiguous VDPV.

IRad H, IORCT 37 & VDPV AR, Srufq ivDPV 3R 3R VDPV &1 off Jellag gt
RG]

e Even in the case of the circulating VDPV cases, the WHO registry does not classify the
cases based on poliovirus serotypes — type-1, type-2, or type-3.

Ig! d& o B Al vDPV ITHA & AT H, WHO IS ArHal & niferdt araRs
Rfrersy & snuR R Tifferd 781 Hft 8 — UHR-1, UHR-2, T UHR-3 |

e Like the WHO registry, the registry maintained by the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative (GPEI), which is a public-private partnership led by national governments with
six partners, including the WHO, also has data on only the circulating VDPVs and not
the other two VDPV categories — immune-deficiency associated VDPV and
ambiguous VDPV.

«  WHO Jfgd 38 UISiaR! & Iy I IRBRI gRT JTerd Teb Fraol-1ob-ell AriarRt
TAIad Uiferdt SEH Ugd (GPEl) §RT ST 7T g H off S5ad AP afedT VDPVs &1 Scl
%@ﬁg 3= &1 VDPV Aftrdl — wferen-fagifa & Wefira vopv $iR 3RU® vDPV — &1 ST

I

WHO'’s database on polio cases hides more than it reveals

Tiferat Arel IR WHO &1 Sea9 it QurdT 8, 39 59& o a8
TPHT DY

o Besides wild poliovirus cases, the WHO registry has data of only the circulating VDPV
cases and not the cases that belong to the other two VDPV categories — iVDPV and
aVDPV.

o STl NIRRT AR A & SreTal, WHO IRET & dhad |dpafed VDPV Wl &1 Scl
& 3R 34 &1 VDPV AUl — ivDPV 3R aVDPV — & Haftid Al &1 g1 |

e OnJune 17, 2022, WHO published a report of a VDPV type-1 case that was detected
from an environmental sewage sample in Kolkata on April 25, 2022.

e« 17 S 2022 S WHO 3 TH VDPV TT3U-1 HTHA & RUIC THIRI ! ol Yaiavuiiy diaet
T ¥ 25 WA 2022 HY HIABIT A UdT el
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The report said that genetic sequencing “established that it was not related to any of
the previously identified VDPV1 viruses and was likely to be iVDPV (excreted from an
immune-deficient individual)”.

RO & g1 T fos SRifew gy g RAIfUd $Rdl ¢ foh 98 Ugd ¥ UgdH T VDPV1
IERY § 9 fodft O Haifera gt o1 3R U8 YHad: iVDPV UT (U SRIH-SIhRIIC fdd 4
EEANIRIEHIE

Nearly three months after the results of the Meghalaya polio case were shared with the
WHO on August 12, and more than one-and-a-half months after the follow-up results
confirmed that the immunological profile of the child was normal and that there was
no evidence that the virus was circulating in the community, WHO is yet to publish the
details.

12 3T 1 WHO & 1 ReaTerd giferdl Araet & YR A1 = & il o= g
1E, 3R 8 gfP I & U W SIR 3N1Y AEH a1 [ 9= &1 gRIATaitorhd Nelsd
T T 3R I8 o Tger § IRy & o &1 Is YHT0 Ta! o, WHO = 31§ dd fqarul
THIIRId g foa 5|

The WHO registry does not report all categories of vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV)
cases either.

%gﬁwgm%@$w—wmm (VDPV) ATHal &1 Rure off 7gt
I
WHO classifies VDPV cases into:

WHO VDPV ATHa! &Y aifferd Fvar &:

circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses (cVDPVs),

| AT - NAFIGRRE (cVDPVs),

1
1.

2. immune-deficiency associated VDPV (iVDPV),

2. SRIA-SITBRIGH! | Wdftd VDPV (ivDPV),

3. ambiguous vaccine-derived polioviruses (aVDPVs).

3. Y ARI-IU AR (aVDPVs) |
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However, besides wild poliovirus cases, the WHO registry has data on only the
circulating VDPV cases and not the cases that belong to the other two categories —
iVDPV and aVDPV.

BT, SITel TR araRy |THal & 3faral, WHO IoRet #f ad ddpafetT VDPV
HIHE! BT ST § R 37 & A0 — ivDPV 3R aVDPV — ¥ Taifdd Al &7 g |

The GPEI registry also has data on only the circulating VDPVs and not the other two
VDPV categories — immune-deficiency associated VDPV and ambiguous VDPV.GPEI

ot # +ft aet THATET VDPVs o1 32T § 3R 3= €1 vDPV A0l — 3wgH-

SIE R & Jefia vDPV 3R 3RUT VDPV — &1 78! |

In the case of the wild poliovirus, the GPEI registry has data on confirmed human cases
and environmental samples.

SRl Uiferl arRE & A §, GPEI ISR B Y fohy T Ae Al iR yataruiy
Tl BT 3T ]
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e In the case of the circulating VDPV cases, the GPEI registry has data of environmental
samples and other human sources that include contacts, and healthy and community
samples.

« THATET VDPV HTHA! & A T, GPEI ISR H yatarufta A3t SR 3 A Al &
3e1 3 Forad Wuds, W 3IR Wreiiies g 2 g

e The GPEI database classifies the circulating VDPV cases as type-1, type-2, and type-3.

. ngl SIS H AT VDPV HIHG! BI 2184-1, TT3U-2, 3R 134-3 & &0 H Fiflhd

I

e However, while the WHO registry provides data on circulating VDPV cases globally
and in individual countries starting from 2000, the GPEl database has data on
circulating VDPV cases and environmental samples of individual countries only for the
last four years — 2021 to 2024.

. BT, efd WHO ISt 2000 & ¥ 3R safdara o=1f § WdHafeT vDPV ATHaE! &1
STTUGH ®R! 8, GPEI ST H AfGRTd <=1 & FgHaliedT VDPY HIEd! IR qafarufia
Tl P 3T Had fUSd IR I8 — 2021 | 2024 — & AU B

e In the case of the wild poliovirus cases, the GPEI database has data only for the last
seven years — 2018 to 2024.

o SiTTel G ST Al & HIHC H, GPEI SCY H ad fUwd 9rd auf — 2018 A
2024 — FHT ST

Registry of cases
AT BT ARG

e As per a 2017 paper published in the journal Vaccine, the GPEI maintains a registry of
iVDPV cases.

e 2017 % TP YUR & 3IUR Sl UFIHT Vaccine & UHIRIA §3T, GPEI Tah IR Wl §
iVDPV HTHTI &1

e However, the data of iVDPV cases in the GPEI registry is not made publicly available.

o aif®, GPEI AT H iVDPV HTHEN BT ST Tdui-d 7Y ¥ Juds gl |

e Instead, the GPEI periodically publishes a list of iVDPV cases in the World
Epidemiological Record (WER) and the U.S. CDC’s Morbidity and Mortality Weekly
Report (VMMWR).

o sﬂ%aﬁw GPEI ¥HI-HHY URX World Epidemiological Record (WER) 3R U.S.CDCFH
AR sk wreferdt diwett RN (MMWR) & ivDPV AT@! &1 It U1 Hvar 3|

e The last time GPEI shared the data of iVDPV cases was in July 2020 when 16 new
iVDPV cases were reported from five countries — Argentina, Egypt, Iran, Philippines,
and Tunisia — between July 2018 and December 2019.

e GPEI 7 iVDPV HTHE! &1 ST 3ifdH SR Fars 2020 T A1 fohdT T 514 16 Y iVDPV
A Uid <= — 3rielHn, i, S, firetdie, oiv egifRmr — & Jars 2018 3R
fadiaR 2019 & ot RUIE fru MU A

GPEI and WHO Data on iVDPV Cases
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GPEI 3R WHO S¢TiVDPV HIHd! IR

e If GPEI has the data of all iVDPV cases, the WHO too should have the same data as all
the WHO-accredited polio laboratories, which confirm both wild poliovirus and
VDPV cases and classify the VDPV cases into one of the three categories, report the
results directly to the WHO.

. IE GPEI % Ui 9T iVDPV AIH@! &1 ST g, dl WHO & Urd i a8t SeT g9 a1gq Fiifds
Tt WHO-wHTfora wiferat vavr=mant, st wivrel} diferdt arRsT iR vDPV |TH@l &1 g
IRl § 3R VDPV U@ &I ot A0 # 9 U & anffepd ot &, IRomy e WHO &t
fRUre et |

e This raises important questions about WHO's intent and its unwillingness to be
transparent by sharing the data of immune-deficiency associated VDPV (iVDPV), and
ambiguous VDPV cases on a real-time basis.

e T WHO &1 frae iR uRe=if 81 &t 31 & aR # Agayul 0% 3ol 7, SRH-
SfpRNad F Fdfa vDPV (ivDPV) 3R 3RUY VDPV HTHH! & Sl &! aRdTd® THY
T A1 oA |
Risks Involved
o ifeq

e Unlike in the case of the inactivated polio vaccine (IPV), the oral polio vaccine (OPV)
can sometimes cause polio.

. 3iftpg Niferat dwf= (1pv) & T & Wifae wiferat awfT (oPv) Fi-wft diferat &
PR & THaT 3|

» Instead of protecting the vaccinated children, OPV can sometimes cause poliovirus-
associated paralytic poliomyelitis (VAPP) in children who are vaccinated.

o T TG dlel Sl I R&M HRA & §oIi, OPV HHt-t Srdrd a=l & wiferaarRy
¥ Heftra Rferfes niferammsfeafed (vapp) &1 SR 99 Idi B

e This occurs when the live, weakened poliovirus used in OPV turns virulent within the
body of the recently vaccinated child and causes polio.

« I8 dd 8Id & S OPV § IuaNT fhar a1 Shifdd, SHwiR Tifera) araRd g1 81 & Ao
T T &= & TRR & iR IRIRde 81 S1dT 8 iR M) &7 SRl §a1 2 |

e The live, weakened poliovirus used in OPV can also sometimes turn neurovirulent and
cause polio in children who are not fully protected, and in children who are not
immunocompetent.

o OPV T I foran T oiifad, FaeiR niferat arRy Ht-wt =RarRde 8 a&dr @
3R 37 =t H DRI BT SR 9 Tohal & S I dRe I QRigd a1 8, 3R W wr=af A o
FHHIBUEE T €|

e Inthe case of iVDPV, poliovirus can continue to replicate in an immunodeficient child
and the iVDPV strain can be excreted for several months to years.

« iVDPV & A H, TR 9k Ush SRS RITe o= § 9¢d1 3¢ ¥hdl § 3R iVDPV
A F3 AL A qUl 9 FBHIRIG foar o 9T 8|

e In one case, an immunodeficient child was found excreting type-2 VDPV for 28 years.
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. U& AWd F U SRS Rt 9= 28 a6 d& 213U-2 VDPV FSHIRd #d §T Ur
|

e "The risks posed by iVDPV strains and the prevalence of such cases globally are
unknown so their relevance in the context of the GPEl endgame is not easy to assess,”
says the 2015 PLOS Pathogens paper.

o “iVDPV R I ITF SNfEH 3R U AHaH & afdyes Triferdar ST € 39fere GPel Sifaw
Qe & Yo # 370! URIRewdT &1 3MTdhe HRAT 3 a1 8,” 2015 PLOS Pathogens
TR Hedl 6|

e WHO is well aware that iVDPV cases serve as potential reservoirs for neurovirulent
VDPV strains and can pose a significant threat to the eradication campaign.

e WHO YaHifd ST & foh ivDPV WHTd =gRIaTaRde VDPV ReH1 & e wHTiad STem=rai
& EU T B I g 3R SHAA AT & U T Hg@yul TR Ual HR dahd 6|
o This precisely is the reason why the WHO does not share the data on iVDPV cases.

. T8 GEI HRU R f WHO iVDPV ATH &1 ST 13T el el 2

Sleep_ apnea contributes to
dementia in older adults

Obstructive sleep apnea contributes to the
development of dementia among adults —
particularly women, a study suggests.
Investigators uncovered this by examining survey
and cognitive screening data from more than
18,500 adults to determine the effect of known or
suspected obstructive sleep apnea on the risk for
dementia. For all adults age 50 and older, having
known obstructive sleep apnea or its symptoms
was associated with a higher chance of having
signs or a diagnosis of dementia in coming years.

Sleep Apnea Contributes to Dementia in Older Adults
e @t Tufar 95 auwe! d f$ARmar § g ¢dt 8
Obstructive sleep apnea contributes to the development of dementia
among adults — particularly women, a study suggests.

3raRiee g Tufrar quwst o fEATRm ¥ faery o ahreme 3t @ - faxly
U A uigarsi, T g 1 ga 8

e Investigators uncovered this by examining survey and cognitive screening data from
more than 18,500 adults to determine the effect of known or suspected obstructive
sleep apnea on the risk for dementia.

MDA 5 18,500 A UfUP TTHT B Td&UT 3R TFHIHD ThITT ST BT fIzaw
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PR Ug IWNR bl fob 1l a1 Wiy sraRieyeh i wufam o1 fEHfRm & Sifed o @
TUIa B

e For all adults age 50 and older, having known obstructive sleep apnea or its symptoms
was associated with a higher chance of having signs or a diagnosis of dementia in
coming years.

Tt Rl & fore St 39 50 a9 1 ST 31 8, AT RIS Hig TIHTT AT 3P
AT BI1 BT Yoy 3 aTct auf # FEARMT & <&or a1 e gin &1 3if¥ie JH1a-1 I Tl
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